Maureen Ille & Diana Rose

Bricks in the Wall:
the story of

Springthorpe School

This book is

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF
FRED NEWTON
who died 26th June 2006, aged 88.
Fred was a former pupil of the school from 1923 to 1932.
When the school closed and the building became a Village Hall in 1951,
he served for many years as the first Secretary of the Village Hall
Executive Committee, and later as its Chairman.

Acknowledgements:
We wish to thank Thelma Fysh for her invaluable help in interviewing past pupils of the
school. We are indebted to Michael Anyan for giving us access to his collection of books and
documents, and for reading the draft of the book and offering many helpful suggestions. We
are grateful to Sir Nicholas Bacon for allowing us to publish documents and letters from the
Bacon collection in the Lincolnshire Archives. We further wish to thank all those others who
have allowed us to use their photographs, documents and memories in the production of this
book.

This book has been produced with the help of a generous grant
from RACoL (Regeneration Across Communities of Lincolnshire)
with funds from the ERDF (European Regional Development Fund).

© 2006 Diana Rose & Maureen Ille
All rights reserved.
Printed by Springthorpe Institute for Arts and Heritage

CONTENTS
Page
Introduction………………………………………………………………..

1

CHAPTER ONE
Evidence of Early Schooling in Springthorpe and Heapham………...

3

CHAPTER TWO
The Land, the Benefactor and the Building……………………………

8

CHAPTER THREE
The Early Years: 1872-1900…………………………………………….

18

CHAPTER FOUR
The Hidden Years: 1900-1930………………………………………….

27

CHARPTER FIVE
The End of the Road: 1930-1948……………………………………….

37

CHAPTER SIX
A School Reunion: the Pupils and their Memories…………………...

51

CHAPTER SEVEN
From School to Village Hall……………………………………………...

68

Appendices:
1. Rural Education in Victorian England………………………………

75

2. Education and the Law………………………………………………

77

3. Martha Howell…………………………………………………...……

78

4. The Conveyance Document for the Grant of Land from Sir
Thomas Beckett to the Parish of Springthorpe……………………

81

5. Sir Hickman Bacon’s Correspondence Regarding Springthorpe
School…………………………………………………………………

85

6. Attendance Records…………………………………………………

89

7. Alphabetical List of known pupils 1872-1948……………………..

90

SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL
1872-1948

INTRODUCTION

The hub of our village community today is the Village Hall,
drawing people together for arts and heritage activities,
fitness programmes and social events. Education for adult
members of our community has reinvigorated the building
and partially returned it to its original purpose.
The building itself is Victorian and its physical appearance
and location on School Lane speaks of another, earlier role
that it played in our community.

This was originally

Springthorpe C. of E. School, serving the communities of
Springthorpe, Sturgate and Heapham between 1872 and
1948. Here, generations of rural schoolchildren learned
their lessons, often juggling their time at school with the
needs of the farm, to the frustration of their teachers.
What tales these old brick walls could tell! Let us revive
some of the memories encapsulated in this building by
telling as much as we can of the story of Springthorpe
School, based on documentary records, old newspaper
reports and the memories of former pupils.

~~~
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CHAPTER 1

Evidence of Early Schooling
in Springthorpe and Heapham

¶ How do we know what we do know about the history of schooling in our local
villages? History books and the internet can provide us with much useful information
on rural schooling in England and the laws that have controlled it since the Victorian
period.1 If we want information about one particular school and the villages it served,
however, finding the information is more difficult. The libraries of Gainsborough and
Lincoln have resources such as old newspapers on microfilm, as well as local trade
directories. For ‘primary sources’ (original documents) however, a great deal of time
has been spent in the Lincolnshire Archives in Lincoln sifting through school, church
and estate records.
As expected, most of the material from the archives relates to the old school on
School Lane, now the Village Hall. However, there are tantalising glimpses of earlier
schooling taking place in both Springthorpe and Heapham about which we know very
little. Let us look at these first.
1.

Springthorpe

The 1868 Kelly's Directory reports a Church Day School in Springthorpe, with a Miss
Weston as Mistress.
Parish.

No earlier directory mentions schooling of any kind in the

However, there is certainly evidence that some kind of schooling had been

conducted in the village well before 1868.
¶ In 1818 the Rev. James Cox returned information to the “Select Committee on the
Education of the Poor”: there was no endowed school in Springthorpe, but there was
a “small school kept by a woman at which about 18 or 20 children attend.” It was
also stated that “the poor cannot afford to pay for the education of their children.” 2
¶ The 1835 Education Enquiry showed “No school in this Parish”
1

See Appendix 1 for a summary of rural education in Victorian England. See Appendix 2 for education
legislation.

2

Thanks to Mr Rex Russell for this information, as well as that of 1835.
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¶ The 1851 population census, taken on the night of Mothering Sunday, the 30th/31st
March, was the first census to ask detailed questions about the structure of the
household, ages, occupations etc.

It showed that there were 60 children in the

Parish aged 4–14 years inclusive, but only 20 of these were listed as “Scholars”.
The Springthorpe Census returns also record one Joseph Stephenson, aged 24,
born in Nottinghamshire, whose occupation was Schoolmaster. An 1852 map shows
that he was living with his wife and child in a house that no longer exists, between
Belle Vue Farm and the present number 19 Hill Road. Its site is in the garden of
Belle Vue House. This property (consisting of a house, barn, yard and garden) was
owned by Ann Hill, Mr Stephenson being her tenant. No documentary evidence has
been found of a day school in the village at that time.
Additional Censuses were taken in 1851, one being the Education Census.

Its

findings were published in 1854. In Springthorpe it was recorded that the Primitive
Methodist Chapel had 53 attending Sunday School in the morning and 55 in the
afternoon, no school being recorded for the Church.3
¶ The 1861 Census poses a further problem for us to solve. This is the only census
that gives names to the streets of Springthorpe. These are not often the names that
we are familiar with today. The Census Enumerator named one street “Old School
Lane”, and this more than ten years before the existing school was even built. The
epithet “old” is interesting. It suggests a school that used to be there but no longer
existed in 1861. Which was this street? At the moment we cannot say.
¶ Further evidence of early schooling taking place in Springthorpe is of a more
exciting nature. A report appeared in The Times newspaper on Thursday, June 23,
1864 under the title “A Strange Story”4 (for the full report see Appendix 3).

An

unnamed National Schoolmistress of Springthorpe had been arrested and was
committed to trial at Gainsborough for “a deliberate attempt to shoot and murder a
young lady named Miss Emma Johnson”. Miss Johnson, the report stated, used to
go to the village of Springthorpe to teach and then stay the night at the prisoner’s
3

From a Springthorpe Religious Census analysis by Rex Russell in the possession of Mr Michael
Anyan.
4

The Times, Thursday, Jun 23, 1864; pg. 7; Issue 24906; col. B
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house as they were “on terms of pretty close intimacy”. Although this news report did
not name the accused, research has revealed that she was documented as Mrs
Martha Howell and eventually convicted of attempted murder. She spent time in
Lincoln Prison and in Millbank Prison, London (later called Pentonville)
The 1861 census for Springthorpe has been checked to see if Martha Howell was
already in the village three years before the incident. There was no one named
Howell, but a Mrs Martha McOwell was listed as Schoolmistress and this may have
been an error by the Census Enumerator - or was her name actually McHowell? (For
more on the story of Martha, see Appendix 3)
¶ There are few official records of schooling in the Corringham Deanery in the 1860s,
but a series of hand-written annual reports by the Diocesan Inspector J. H. Pooley,
on the handful of schools in the area, does exist. That of 1863 states: “In my district
a new school is about to open at Springthorpe.” The following year has the first
report on that school. It indicates 80 children on the register with 65 of them present
on inspection day, 14th December 1864. Without a purpose-built school at that time it
is not surprising that one of the inspector’s comments was “The room is too small for
the great number of children.”5

We do not know with any certainty where this

schoolroom was located, but the report does tell us that “the premises is the property
of Sir T. Beckett”.
It is has been suggested that
the Schoolhouse was at No.1
Church Lane where there is
evidence

of

a

one-story

extension and a blocked-in
doorway.6

Since

this

property is next to the church
and close to the later school,
the suggestion is compelling.
Fig. 1: Probably the Old Schoolhouse

The

Diocesan

Inspection

report shows a poor standard of education, at this stage, in reading and arithmetic
5

Presumably, the opening of Corringham School in 1868 would have relieved some of the problems of
overcrowding, although there is evidence that a Church Day School already existed in Corringham.
6
Mr Rex Russell (Lincolnshire historian) in conversation with Mr Michael Anyan
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(the comment on reading ability was “Nil”, and only one child got a couple of easy
sums right). Other comments tell us more about this Church Day School:
-

Some children come from Corringham and Heapham.

-

This school was established by the present Rector and opened in
October 1863.

-

The children are taught by a Mistress a young person who is assisted
by a girl 13 years of age.

-

The weekly payments of the children are 4d and 2d subject to … the
discretion of the Rector.

¶ In 1865, a more official-looking report was produced, written onto a printed form
from the Lincoln Diocese. Essentially, it summarises the kind of school available in
each place in the Corringham Deanery, the number of pupils, and the number and
qualification of the teachers. From this we see that there were 40 boys and 35 girls in
Springthorpe described as “Scholars on Books”, one trained teacher, and 48 children
attending a Sunday School. Further, it lists the village of Heapham citing only a
Sunday School with 11 boys and 12 girls attending.

2.

Heapham

Heapham is a small village and there has always been a link with its neighbouring
parishes, Springthorpe and Upton-cum-Kexby. It is probably not surprising then that
for the purposes of education Heapham would join with Springthorpe when the new
school was built in 1872. There is some sketchy evidence, however, that there was a
school in Heapham itself before that date.
¶. In 1851 a William Battle, son of William and Bridgett Battle, was listed on the
census as a schoolmaster. He was only eighteen years old at the time, and his
father was a farmer of 46 acres. There were three younger children, the youngest
being born in “Heapham Lane”, which may be an indication of where they were living
in 1851.
¶ The Education Census of 1851, requesting information on schooling in Heapham,
was answered and returned, and is now in the Archives in Lincoln. The information
was very basic – “Twenty pupils attending a private school.”
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¶ An 1850 Directory lists George Mackinder as a schoolmaster and a shopkeeper,
but by the time the next directory was printed he was no longer listed. There was no
longer any schoolmaster listed at all for Heapham. Further research may establish
whether this George Mackinder was related to Halford Mackinder who was born at
Elswitha Hall in Gainsborough and became recognised world wide as the “father of
modern geography”.
It is possible that children were already walking to a school in Springthorpe in the
1860s, but certainly it would appear natural that they join Springthorpe and Sturgate
children at the new school in 1872.
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CHAPTER 2

The Land, the Benefactor and the Building

¶ The earliest detailed map of Springthorpe Village was made following the enclosure
of the open fields. In 1851 a map of the entire parish was drawn up and certified by
the Tithe Commissioners for England and Wales. Each area of land was numbered
and its owner and occupant listed in an accompanying document. Thus we know the
owners of the land, the names of the occupants, and how the property was being
used. Details from this map (Figs. 2 and 3) show the area on which the school would
be built twenty years later.1
•

“The heirs of Francis Chaplin” owned the area of land numbered 1216, beside the
churchyard. At that time William Webster (of what is now called Old Yard Farm)
was the tenant and used it as a garden.

•

The area numbered 1218 was the House and Garden of John Stothard, the land
being owned by Sir Thomas Beckett.

•

The large area numbered 1217 was a House, a Barn, a Yard and a Garden, all
occupied by Joseph Bridges. Sir Thomas Beckett owned this land, too.

On 2nd December 1870, Sir Thomas Beckett signed a Conveyance document
granting some of his land (part of plots 1217 and 1218) to “the Minister and
Churchwardens of the Parish of Springthorpe” and their successors on which to erect
a village school.2 The land was described as:
Twenty-two perches (more or less) bounded on or towards the East by
property of The Reverend J. Howson on or towards the West and South by

1

In the Lincolnshire Archives there is an Enclosure map among the Bacon/Beckett Documents dated
1852. However, this one has clearly been used as a ‘working map’ over many years and therefore
contains several alterations. For example, the map has the school building in place that was not built
until twenty years after the map was produced.

2

The Conveyance document is in the Lincolnshire Archives. Beware of secondary sources – they can
be wrong or misleading. For example, the 1876 Kelly’s Directory for Lincolnshire states: “Here is a
Public Elementary School, erected in 1872 by voluntary subscription, on a site given by Miss Beckett of
Somerby Hall”
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Fig. 2: Detail of the village from the Enclosure Map of Springthorpe Parish 1851
(courtesy of Michael Anyan)

Fig. 3: Detail of the land, 1851 –
Houses are coloured in red
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other property of the said Sir Thomas Beckett and on or towards the North by
a Public Road.3
(Sometime between 1852 and 1870 the Rev. J. Howson must have acquired the land
between the proposed school and the church - plot 1216 on the map - from the “heirs
of Francis Chaplin”.)
To make the land grant clear, a sketch plan of the site and the proposed school was
drawn into the Conveyance document (see Fig. 4). Here, the measurement of the
width of the site is shown as 2 chains, which is approximately 40 metres (132ft.).

Fig. 4: Plan of school site from the Conveyance of land
from Sir Thomas Beckett.
[Doc. Ref. DBE 4/25 printed with permission of Lincolnshire Archives]

¶ The Benefactor
Sir Thomas Beckett, who so generously gave this land, was the second son of Sir
John Beckett, created 1st Baronet Beckett, of Leeds on November 2nd, 1813. Sir
Thomas, 3rd Baronet, inherited Somerby Park in Corringham, as well as extensive
properties in Leeds from his elder brother, Sir John Beckett, 2nd Baronet. The
Becketts have been described as “a well-known and public spirited family from Leeds

3

The measurement is difficult to understand today, as a perch could be a measure of length, area or
volume. A ‘perch’ was a unit of length equal to 5.0292 metres or 16.5 feet, also called a ‘rod’ or ‘pole’; it
was a unit of area equal to a square rod; it was also a volumetric unit of 24.75 cu. ft.
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and Barnsley.

They had been bankers since the 18th century and were much

respected” 4

Fig. 5: Somerby Hall, Corringham

Sir Thomas’s was clearly a supporter of education for children as his account book
for 1866-1872 indicates: he made regular ‘subscriptions’ to the Boys National School
(2 guineas), the Girls’ National School (1 guinea) and the Infant School (1 guinea), all
in Gainsborough. On March 3rd 1871 his accounts show that he made a payment of
£50 to Springthorpe School, presumably a contribution towards the cost of erecting
the school building. He died November 17th, 1872, two years after granting the land
for the school, and at the end of the year in which the school itself opened. He left his
Somerby Estate jointly to his two daughters, Miss Mary Beckett and Lady Elizabeth
Bacon.
¶ Terms of the Land Grant
Sir Thomas Beckett’s Conveyance document, for the grant of land in Springthorpe
(see Appendix 4) specified that the school that was built was to benefit “children and
adults or children only of the labouring, manufacturing and other poorer class” in the
Parish of Springthorpe and the adjoining Parish of Heapham “and for no other
purpose”. The school would promote “the education of the Poor on the principles of
the Established Church” according to the principles set out by the National Society,
which had been founded in 1811.5 It would be open to inspection by the Lincoln

4

From Uncle Hickey by Lavinia Gibbs, p.9

5

At the founding meeting of the National Society, 16th October 1911, a statement about educational
purpose was recorded: "That the National Religion should be made the foundation of National
Education, and should be the first and chief thing taught to the poor, according to the excellent Liturgy
and Catechism provided by our Church.” (from www.natsoc.org.uk )
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Diocesan Board of Education, set up in 1938 to provide “leadership, advice and
encouragement”.
According to the terms of the document, a School Committee was to be responsible
for the running of the school and would consist of the Church Ministers of
Springthorpe and Heapham, and the Springthorpe Churchwardens. If at any future
time Heapham built a school of its own, then the Heapham vicar would leave the
Springthorpe School Committee.

Any issue of dispute that the management

committee could not resolve was to be finally resolved by the Bishop of the Diocese.
Thus, Springthorpe School was to be a so-called National School, specifically aligned
to the Church of England. It was not to be a state-sponsored, non-denominational
school with the more liberal mandate to “open its doors as wide as possible to all
denominations of Christians”.

Indeed, pupils from National Schools were not

supposed to attend chapel services and could be refused entry to the school if they
did (yet Primitive Methodism was the predominant influence in Springthorpe at the
time).
¶ The Plan
The architect William Cant of Gainsborough prepared plans and elevations for the
new school building in 1871.6 The plan (Fig. 4) indicates gardens to the east, on
Rev. J. Howson’s land, separating the school from the churchyard. It also shows a
wall fronting the road with two entrance gateways. The plan of the building itself was
quite symmetrical, the upper half being almost a mirror image of the lower.
From the plan we can see that there was a small entrance lobby at the back of the
building and another the same size at the front, both leading into the main hall.
There, the school desks and benches were to be arranged along the length of the
hall in three rows facing a fireplace.
A second, much smaller classroom, was entered through a door next to the fireplace.
This room also had a fireplace, and just two rows of benches. This was a classroom
used for infants, although it may originally have been a workshop.7

6

Plans in the Lincolnshire Archives

7

In 1871 the Code of Regulations for state schools had introduced an infant stage of education for the
5-7 age-range. National Schools (i.e. Church of England schools) may have had to follow suit.
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There were only three windows planned for the main classroom, one in the north wall
looking onto School Lane, and two on the west wall looking onto the schoolyard. The
large, dominant window in the south wall, that is so striking in the Village Hall today,
did not exist at all in the first design of the school. The smaller classroom had two
windows, one to the east, that would have looked onto the church, and one to the
north that would have looked onto the School Lane.

Fig. 6: Architect’s Plan of the School 1871
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¶ The North Elevation –the Side Facing the Road
The north elevation of the school from the 1871 designs shows how the building
would have looked from the road (Fig.7). It was similar to the
Village Hall as it appears today (Fig.8) but with one or two clear differences.

Fig.7: Elevation, north side, 1871

Comparing Fig.7 with Fig.8, the left side was initially smaller, and once included a
window. To the right of the building, however, parts of the original structure are
completely missing today.

Fig.8: The old school building, now the Village Hall, 2006
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Fig.9: Elevation, west side 1871

¶ The West Elevation –the Schoolyard Side
The west elevation of the architect’s drawings shows that two brick storage facilities
were attached to the main building. That on the left was designated for “Coals” on the
plan, and there was a “Book Closet” protruding into it that was entered by a door in
the schoolroom wall. These buildings no longer exist. They were pulled down in
1979 , but a photograph that must have been taken after the school closed down
(judging by the weeds growing around the building) shows us just how it looked.

Fig. 10: The building in the 1950s?
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Fig. 11: The Village Hall 2006

Today, we can see exactly where they were located because of the cleaner bricks
that indicate the pointed shape of their roofline. It is interesting that the patterned
brick border across the top of the wall is continuous, showing that it ran inside the
roofs of the attached stores. The lintel of the book closet door is still visible inside the
large room, although there is no evidence of it on the outside wall. All the way
around the exterior of main hall is a layer of what appears to be tar between the
bricks. Could this be an early damp-proof course? Certainly the main room does not
suffer from rising damp in the same way as the auxiliary rooms.
¶ Windows
The original windows had interesting decorative brickwork above them (Fig.12 a & b).
Now painted ‘Thonock Blue’ they were formerly a decorative arrangement of various
coloured bricks. The same decorative brickwork was used over the doors

a]

b]
Fig. 12: Window details
a] 2006 and b] 1872
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¶ Evidence of Outdoor Toilets in the Playground
The architect’s drawing of 1871 also shows outdoor toilet buildings, with a wall
across the yard between them and the school. This wall separated the schoolyard
into two parts - the boys yard, and the girls and infants yard. All of these features
were removed in 1962, although evidence of them still remains. Bricks that were at
the base of the schoolyard wall still show through the gravel of the Village Hall car
park. A concrete slab and a number of red and black quarry tiles have been revealed
next to the boundary wall during gardening (Fig. 13). The tiles were arranged in a
checkerboard pattern, and similar tiles still exist in the Village Hall today underneath
the modern vinyl floor covering of the front and rear porches and the toilets.

Fig. 13: Remains of the tiled toilet floor

The existing boundary wall behind the excavated tiles shows just where those earlier
toilet walls joined onto it (Fig. 14).

Fig. 14: Evidence of wall junctions

The new school building was completed and ready for use in June 1872, and
occupancy began on June 24th 1872, as noted in the school logbook.
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CHAPTER 3

1868-1900: The Early Years
Information extracted from the school logbook for the years
1868-1900.
¶ ‘Took charge of this school on April 27th 1868.’ It appears from the signatures that
the head teacher was a Mrs. Gladney and her assistant was Mrs. Cartree. There
were 16 children on the roll and on April 27th. 12 were present. From the beginning
there was irregular attendance due to problems which persisted for many years. By
the following year Clara Poole had taken charge and almost immediately there was
an inspection, the first ever for Springthorpe School.
The inspector was not impressed by the knowledge of the children, no more so than
Clara Poole herself when she took charge. Clara, who had a teaching certificate
from Whitelands described the children as ‘all miserably backward.’ She found that
the children were playing in the street more often than being in the classroom and
that there was ‘rudeness and unbecoming behaviour.’
punishment.

Her response was more

An attempted rebellion by the scholars was put down by severe

punishment, as was swearing and fighting. One mother of ‘a great boy shouting at
the window’, took him out of school. As Clara put it - ‘far from a loss to the school.’
The winter of 1870 was relieved by the arrival of a small stove and the next
inspector’s report was a good one. However, children who did not attend church
Sunday School were expelled, and by the time Mr. Egginton and his mother arrived
there were only 6 children present. This quickly rose to 42 pupils by the end of 1870
but this high figure was not maintained and Mr. Eggington thought that ‘pupils were
absent for pure pleasure.’ The months leading up to the occupation of the new
school were dogged by the ill health of pupils, Primitive Methodist Tea Meetings and
poor weather.

The New School
¶ Mr. William Egginton and his mother Mathilda moved into the new facility On June
24th 1872 with the pupils and whatever furniture and supplies they had. They appear
-18-

to have been seriously unimpressed by the new facility. In the logbook the change is
summed up in three words ‘Occupied new school’. There is no further reference to
the building.
For financial reasons attendance at school was vital. The government grant was
based in part on attendance and there were many reasons why scholars were
absent. The logbook shows a variety of excuses. Mothers cleaned their houses on
Fridays so older children were required to look after the younger ones while their
mother worked. Cowslips were collected to make wine and children’s fingers were
nimble. Scaring birds, collecting sparrows’ nests, sowing, singling and gleaning were
essential tasks. Often cattle had to be moved, one ‘from Heapham to Somerby’.
Children needed to ‘learn their pieces’ for the Chapel Anniversary and attend the
Primitive Methodist Tea Meeting. The Corringham Club Feast was an important
social occasion and a visit from the Clown Cricketers did nothing to boost school
attendance. Mr. Egginton could not ‘divine why pupils are not in school’. Parents on
the other hand had a different opinion. As one parent put it, ‘when they are in school
they larn nowt’.
¶ Mr. F.F. Steward and his wife suddenly took charge in February 1873. They stayed
until the arrival of Mr. H. R. Heppinstall in January 1875.

Mr. Steward found

attendance ‘fair’ rather than ‘thin’ and was pleased with student behaviour. He
appears to have been a breath of fresh air. He introduced mapping and drawing
throughout the school to add to the routine subjects, which included arithmetic, drill,
scripture and reading. There was also emphasis on the two S’s

- Singing and

Sewing. Sewing took place every afternoon except when it was too dark to see.
Still the problem of attendance persisted. ‘Eight great boys left to sow for five weeks
in March and April’. Children were absent on statutes day or the hiring fair and
parents took their children to a sale at Upton, which the parents considered to be a
treat.
There was confrontation when Sarah Foster took the purse of another child and
refused to return it, so was punished. Inevitably her mother was involved, came to
the school and removed her children declaring that she didn’t send her children to
school to become thieves!

The skills of the Rector were needed to resolve the

situation. In another incident Mrs. Hall accused the teacher of not recording the
attendance of her son. She was concerned because if her son did not attend school
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regularly she would not receive Parish relief, on which her family depended. After
this incident it became necessary for the Rector to inspect the attendance records.
However it is good to record that Jemima Gibson passed her Teacher-Pupil exam on
June 24th. 1873 and then proceeded, as a prize, to examine the whole school in
religion!
¶ Herbert Richard Heppinstall covered the logbook with large dark writing. He
gave the children homework for the first time. Attendance reached record highs and
lows and there was a continued interest in singing. Every week a new song was
taught; from the moral “The Truthful Boy and the Sluggard”, to the pastoral “The Wild
Wood Flowers” and “The Canadian Boat Song”.
Mr. Eastwick, H.M inspector, examined the school and strictly forbade that the report
of the Diocesan inspector, which was consistently good, be entered into the logbook,
a sign of possible tension between the two inspection units.
¶ The rain during the winter of February 1875 created a mud bath in the school
playground so the playground was paved for the first time. In November of that year
money was urgently needed for coal and sticks for heating and the importance of
gathering in the school pence and the so called ‘fire money’ assumed new
importance. Children were required to bring their own toys to play with and there was
a ‘lack of slates and those they have are cracked.’ John Hill died at the end of the
spring term, on a Wednesday, and was buried on Friday.
The Wisdom of Solomon was called for when one pupil stole the dinner of another
child. Mr. Egginton sent the deprived pupil to the home of the other with instructions
that the child was to be fed. Unfortunately, the mother refused to feed him so the
higher authority of the Rector was called upon to smooth things over and find a lunch
for a hungry child.
¶ Mr. Hawes, a non-certificated teacher succeeded Mr. Heppinstall. He brought his
young daughter Grace with him but no sign of a wife to help with the teaching. For
whatever reasons the school and pupils were suffering.
inspector in 1877 was most damning.
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The report from H.M

‘This school is in a most unsatisfactory estate.

No one seems to have

bestowed instruction on the children. Arithmetic being almost unknown and
spelling bad. Geography and grammar are not taught. There are many signs
of neglect on the part of the master…accounts and vouchers were not
brought into the school. The children were untidy and the room dirty. Order
and sewing are the only satisfactory points’.
The grant was subsequently reduced. Teachers usually came from urban areas with
no interest in rural affairs or knowledge of them. In ‘closed villages’ newcomers met
with a strict hierarchy and coupled with a lack of communication they often had
difficulty in settling in and quickly moved on. So it was with Mr. Hawes, but not
before he had noted his opinions in the logbook. One opinion was that parents ‘had
the idea that they were benefiting the teacher by sending their children to school’. He
also considered that as parents moved from village to village to get work, so children
moved to various schools, which resulted in a lack of continuity for school and pupil.
Absence from school was always a problem in these early years. Illness was rife: at
this time it was scarlet fever and an ‘eruption’. St. Thomas Day was a day of low
attendance as the children were allowed to go begging from house to house, and the
Mart every Tuesday at Gainsborough also kept the children away.

¶ Mr. Robert Toombs replaced Grace Hawes and her father when they left for
greener pastures on July 1st. 1878.

He was a certificated teacher who stayed

precisely 25 days on a temporary assignment. He found the children anxious to
learn but their parents unwilling or unable to pay their school pence. The Rector told
him to refuse to teach pupils who arrived without their money but he ignored the
directive. As he went round the school he considered that learning was taking place.
Monitors were noisily carrying out the teaching of older pupils and the younger
children were quietly murmuring their rhymes and tables. As harvesting approached
attendance fell to five pupils.

¶ John Thomas Tomline took over in September 1878. He had previously taught at
Fiskerton and arrived with his two small sons and his housekeeper, Miss Greaves,
who was 73 years old and taught sewing. Like others before him he thought the
children backward. Some parents retorted that they would not remove their children
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from Corringham School, where they had been learning for the past two years until
‘we have an idea how the school will work under the new master’. They had heard
that there had been great neglect in the past and a great amount of scandal. Part of
this scandal may have referred to the removal of the school clock. A new clock was
needed because ‘the late mistress had removed the school clock to the school
house, where it had been subsequently sold by auction’.
Mr. Tomline stayed in Springthorpe for 7 years, giving the school the continuity it
needed. His entries in the logbook give information not just on the school, but also
on the rural scene and the weather. He obviously made some progress with the
pupils as a more positive report was received from H.M Inspector in 1879:
‘The school has seen many vicissitudes during the past 3 years but there
appears reason to hope for a better state of things for the future. The present
master who has been in charge for 8 months has certainly brought about an
improvement in attainments, but it will take some time before he can make up
for his predecessors’ neglect.

No grant is payable to this school as the

conditions of Article 19 have been violated’1.
Happily, on appeal a magnanimous grant of £13.12s for the year was secured.
However, as Mr. Tomline pointed out, 5 shillings per week was not enough to meet
the incidental expenses of the school.
¶ In 1880 an ‘incident’ occurred which reached the National Department in Whitehall.
The Rev. Blenkinsopp wrote to the department revealing that Mr. Elliot, the inspector,
had allegedly called the Master a liar. This had happened in front of the pupils so
undermining the Master’s authority. Elliot had asked a child how long they had been
making Christmas decorations. The child replied ‘since half past one’ but the master
had said ‘not long’. So Elliot ‘the most waspish man I have ever met’ (the Reverend’s
description) then called the Master a liar. In reply to the charge Elliot said he had not
used the word, only indicated. This may seem a trivial matter but Mr. Elliot was
replaced, sent on a course to curb his ‘warm character’ and learn self-control!

1

‘Article 19’ probably refers to part of the Act of 1876 that made elementary education compulsory. It
is not yet clear how this had been ‘violated’
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¶ It was the tradition for Miss Beckett of Somerby Hall to give children and teachers a
party at Christmas, and this was reported in the school log of 1880:
On Thursday evening a tea was given for
all the scholars, and a good many of the
old ones, Rev. J. Vaughan-Browne, Rev.
S. Blenkinsopp and the school master, by
Miss Beckett, Somerby Hall.

Thanks

were given to the children of Heapham
and Springthorpe who assisted with
Christmas Decorations.

Most of the

children were present and evidently
enjoyed

themselves

until

nearly

11

o’clock!

Fig. 15: Miss Mary Beckett

¶ In 1881 there was absence from school because children were out working illegally
in cold wet fields. This encouraged scarlet fever, diphtheria, scarletina, whooping
cough and fever.

Disinfectant was brought from Gainsborough by the Medical

Inspector for use in the schoolroom with a threat to close the school if further cases
occurred.
It was very wet and snowy in 1885.

The school was fortunate that coals were

delivered on four occasions by members of the local school managers and others:
Mr. Henry Milburn (1 ton from Blyton), Mr. Stephenson (1 ton in December), Mr.
Anyan (a wagonload in February) and Mr. Stowe (1 ton in March).

The Rector

continued, with unfailing regularity, to check the registers and teach and examine the
children in scripture and catechism. He also brought along pencils, chalk and slates
for the children, a hand brush and black lead for the cleaning of the school. After 7
years Mr. Tomline received an unsatisfactory report, which may have prompted his
resignation.
¶ Mr. Joseph Carr, the next master found the children in a ‘very backward state’. He
set up a new timetable according to the 1884 report into education, and consulted
with the Rector. During the final pages of the first logbook Mr. Carr gives an insight
into the lives of several families, besides an account of attendance woes, the weather
and visits from the Rector.
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¶ The Pike family is mentioned many times. Since May 1881 Nehemiah and his wife
Amelia had run the sub-post office from their home on Hill Road. They had three
children, John, Sarah and Edith, who had become ‘useful’ to their parents and were
often needed at home. In 1886 Amelia wrote to Mr. Carr:‘I shall not let Edith come to school today. She is very useful to me and I
want to be upstairs and she will mind the post office and I have two ducks to
dress and cannot spare her and I never have her and one day cannot make a
great deal of difference so how is it that other children can stop a week at
home and some never come at all’.
It was true that many children did not attend regularly, so despite the efforts of Mr
Carr, the attendance officer and the attendance committee, many names were
removed from the register.

¶ Another family of note was the Brough family from Heapham.

There were ten

children, all of whom at some time attended the school. In 1885 Arthur Brough was
‘ill with a headache but had, in fact to work at the mill’. Mr. Carr thought that the
parents used ‘illness as a cloak’ to mask the fact that they wanted the children to
work at home. W.H. Brough was ‘not in school today because he was punished
yesterday'.’ Sister Alice was absent ‘to go to Gainsborough to get her hair cut'.
Once, Mrs. Brough came to the school to confront the teacher over an incident but
found the door ‘shut in her face for her lying and impudence’.

Similarly, Mr.

Whitehouse of Sturgate burst into the school without knocking and ‘demanded his
son’ and on being ordered out ‘insulted the master’. Later Mr. Whitehouse explained
that it was not his custom to knock before entering a building!
¶ Eliza Bell, whose brother was expelled for stealing fruit, was a delicate child who
was ‘not to be pressed’. She frequently slept in and was always absent on Fridays
when her mother was always ill.

Eventually they moved away to Sheffield.

Of

course, the majority of parents and children caused no problem at all, but they don’t
get a mention in the logbook.

Sometimes Mr. Carr despaired.

encouragement for a hardworking teacher’.

‘Not much

However, attendance was slowly

increasing, and from his faithful documentation of the absences of the children, the
work of the attendance officer and the committee was made easier. The ‘relaxed
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Fig.16: School photo 1890s with teachers the Miss Adelaide and Miss Margaret Outlaw

-25-

ideas some parents had held with regard to school attendance’ were slowly being
replaced.
¶ Mr David Dalton was a National Schoolmaster at Springthorpe in 1892 and the
sisters Misses Adelaide and Margaret Outlaw were mistresses from 1889.
Presumably these schoolteachers were additional support for the head teacher, Mr
Carr.
¶ In 1899 it was decided to make arrangements to have the school enlarged to
accommodate 94 pupils. A Mr. E.T. Green of Silver Street in Gainsborough was
appointed as the architect. The size was to be increased from 125 square feet to
287 square feet. While construction was underway the infants were to be moved to
the Reading Room on Chapel Lane, formerly the old Methodist Chapel.2

The

Reading Room was 33 feet 6 inches by 19 feet 6 inches and was 14 feet high. It was
close to the school and ‘a closet from a nearby cottage was available’. The report of
the proposed extension to the school brings to a close the first logbook.

2

No photograph of the old Reading Room has yet come to light, but maps show that it was located at
the top of Chapel Lane, probably within the grounds of the present Thorpe House.
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CHAPTER 4

1900-1930: The Hidden Years
These are the years for which no logbook has yet been discovered.

The School Building
¶ Sir Hickman Bacon, Sir Thomas Beckett’s grandson, was the owner of the estate
during these years, together with his aunt, Miss Mary Beckett. Sir Hickman had
inherited half the estate from his mother, formerly Miss Elizabeth Beckett, on her
death in 1885. After Miss Mary Beckett’s death in 1915 Sir Hickman became sole
owner of the estate. Thus the school was his property, and he and his aunt kept a
close interest in its affairs.

¶ Extending the Building c. 1900-1901
Over the twenty years following the construction of the school, the accommodation
was found to be too small, and in 1900 a new plan was drawn up for the extension of
the building.

A flimsy, pen-drawn plan in the Lincolnshire Archives records one

proposed plan, the extension being
marked in red (Fig. 17).

Fig. 17 Early plan, c.1899 with enhanced colour to show proposed extensions.
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From this it seems that only the small classroom and the rear lobby were to be
extended. A grant application form was submitted in 1899 for the year 1900. The
cost of this or a similar extension was estimated at £80.
¶ A Controversy
Sir Hickman Bacon offered to contribute half the money. The grant document shows
that in order to raise some of the remaining £40 a grant had been requested.
However, a note attached to the grant application indicates that a case was pending
with regard to the management of the school.

It was being brought before the

Diocesan Board on behalf of Sir Hickman Bacon.

The note states:
This case has been brought before the Diocesan Board by Mr Minton.
Springthorpe is compelled to enlarge Classroom at cost of £80. Sir Hickman
Bacon, owner of the Parish, has been desirous to alter Trust Deed so as to
considerably enlarge Committee of Management, and he has also threatened a
School Board. He will now contribute half the above cost; but if I do not raise the
remaining £40 (and only a few pounds can be raised in this immediate
neighbourhood), further trouble is in store.

If the £40 can be raised, & the

Committee enlarged, without altering Trust Deed, trouble will, I think, be at an end.
Springthorpe & Heapham are very poor Parishes. A Building Grant is greatly
desired and needed.
The hand-written letters from Sir Hickman Bacon to the Charities Commission show
that he felt aggrieved that the Management Committee of the school consisted
entirely of clergymen.

As representative of the

family that had donated the property, he felt entitled
to voice an opinion.

In a letter dated 1899 he

threatened to take the school out of the hands of
the Church entirely, and have it made a Board
School (a non-denominational state school) if he
was not satisfied that there would in future be

Fig.18: Sir Hickman Bacon
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proper representation of the villagers on the Management Committee.1
A typed document, dated June 21st, 1900, accompanies Sir Hickman Bacon’s letters
in the archives. It lists ten “Provisions made by the Trustees for the Management of
the School”, a document intended to be filled in and signed by members of any future
Management Committee. Handwriting across the top of the document, though, states
“Not accepted”.

This dispute must have delayed the extension of the building, because the following
year another grant application was made. This time the plan was far more ambitious
than the first. The document states that the grant is for:
Enlargement of Classroom
Enlargement of two Lobbies
Insertion of large new window in main room.
This more extensive building project was estimated to cost £200, “of which sum £150
is promised” and “a grant of £10 from Diocesan Board of Educ. is earnestly asked
for”. There was therefore a shortfall of £40 that was probably to be raised by public
subscription.

¶ Evidence of alterations to the original building
The alterations described in the Grant Application must have been approved
because they would have made the school building essentially as we know it today.
The best view of the building in its new form is from the church (see Fig. 19).

Fig. 19: The school from the southwest.

1

For copies of this exchange of letters see Appendix 5.
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The rear lobby shows interesting evidence of changes that cannot be accounted for
in the documentation we have found so far. No plan shows the new fireplace and
chimney in the south wall of the small classroom, and no document refers to it. The
chimney is tall and ornate, and the lower half, although now indoors, shows evidence
that it was once part of the exterior wall. The original chimney would have been at
the junction of the smaller room and the large classroom, with their fireplaces backto-back. Perhaps at one time there were two chimneys protruding above the rooftop.

Fig. 20: Details of the south side of the school

The small arched window that is visible next to the chimney, was installed at the
same time as the large south window of the large classroom. This is evident from the
decorative brickwork that surmounts both these and the window of the extended
small classroom. It is of a different style from that above the older original windows,
although, as before, blue, red and ochre bricks alternate.
(Compare Fig. 21 with Fig. 2)

Fig. 21: Brickwork above the south window
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Evidence of the extensions can be seen by the careful
observer, both inside and outside the building, despite
the effort made to blend the two phases of
construction

by

matching

and

decorative brick pattern work.

continuing

the

Above the front

entrance lobby the newer brickwork abuts the old
without interlocking. A similar abutment of brickwork
can be seen inside the small classroom. There is no
visible evidence of the window that used to exist in the
Fig. 22:
Evidence of building extension

north wall.

The extended lobby now covers its

location.
School Life

Fig. 23 School Photo 1909

The Springthorpe School logbook for 1900-1930 is missing, which leaves a large
hole in the history of the school. However, small facts have come to light with regard
to the schoolmasters of that period.
Ernest Enoch Barwick, a schoolteacher, and his wife Agatha Florence had two
sons in Springthorpe, according to the Parish Records. Ronald James was born in
1910 and Ernest Reginald on 1913. In ‘Ripples on the Pond’ Mr. Barwick is listed as
the schoolmaster from 1909 until 1919.
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Mr. Arthur Keller, schoolmaster, and his wife Elizabeth were also listed in the Parish
Records as being the parents of twins, John Penderel and Mary Warburton Keller in
1904. In addition, we have a photograph of a Mr Lakin, a “former schoolmaster”,
and his wife, but we do not yet know the dates of their presence in the village and we
are guessing from their dress that it was during these middle years.
According to Mrs. Pat Greatorex, in her book Ripples on the Pond:
Mr. Hermann Grylls was head teacher from 1919-1925, and the dreaded Miss
Laura Enderby was Head until the arrival of Mrs. Hoyes in 1930.

Fig 24: Mr & Mrs Lakin

Pupil Teachers were also important to the education process. They studied every
morning from 8 a.m. until 9 a.m., then each became a staff member for the rest of the
day. They trained through “Clough’s Correspondence Courses” and the “Willingham
Training Centre”, the latter, of course, being very accessible.

Fig. 25: Woodworking for the boys
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¶ From Kexby School’s Logbooks
The logbooks for the nearby village of Kexby for the years up to 1916 fortunately
have survived, and from these we can see that education faced similar problems to
those of earlier years, at least up to the First World War.
Kexby School had 94 pupils on the books in 1900 and this remained constant until
1914. As with Springthorpe School, there was high and low attendance depending
on the weather, illness and various other reasons. Teachers came and went and
there were always visitors to examine the children, the teaching methods, and the
state of the school. The floors at Kexby School needed constant attention. Stoves
and ventilation systems needed upgrading, as did the toilet pans. At one stage
“Coleman’s Case of Rice and Mustard Specimen” was spread around the school and
on two occasions the school was closed because of unhygienic conditions. There is
no reason to believe that Springthorpe School was any different.
¶ However, a new interest was taking hold at Kexby School that was proving popular
with the teachers and pupils. On January 26th 1914 (rather early in the year) ‘fruit
trees, stocks, and strawberry plants were received for the school garden.’ By March
3rd flower and vegetable seeds had been received from Pennells in Lincoln. Every
child was responsible for keeping a record of cropping and trenching. There was also
a garden shed in which to keep the tools. Later the police came to inspect and
advised that, because of the War, all spades and edged tools should be buried. This
was presumably because German invasion was expected to take place, starting on
the East Coast. In March the garden advisor, who visited every year during the War,
was full of praise for the school garden.
¶ By September 1914 the children were supporting the War effort in various ways.
Money raised by church collections was being used to buy materials to make
garments for Belgian refugees and soldiers. The children made scarves, vests, belts
and socks for the soldiers and vests and petticoats for the refugees. Mrs. Rose
came from Gainsborough, with two refugees, to thank the children for their
contribution and the children sang ‘patriotic songs’
From March until October 1915, six thousand eggs were collected by the children
and forwarded to London. Sergeant Morley, a quartermaster at the front, sent a letter
to the children which was read out in class. Later they received field post-cards from
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the Dardenelles, and Sergeant Morley visited the school when he was on leave.
Walter Watson, a former pupil of the school was sent a scarf after he became a
prisoner of war in Germany. Did Springthorpe pupils also help in the war effort? Mr.
Green the head teacher at Kexby enlisted in 1916 under a scheme set up by Lord
Derby for teachers.
¶ In 1918 there were celebrations marking the end of the War. A year later this
photo shows a continuing patriotic theme.

Fig 26: School Celebration Photo 1919 with Frances Stephenson as Britannia
and young Tom Stothard on her left

¶ A School Concert
We know, from a surviving programme, that a School Concert was held on May 6th,
1927. Apart from giving us an insight into the kinds of songs that were sung in the
schools and thought to be entertaining, this programme has provided valuable
documentary evidence of the names of the teachers and some of the pupils. This
concert brings to a close all that we know of those hidden years for which no logbook
has been located.
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Fig.27: Programme for a School Concert 1927
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CHAPTER FIVE

1930-1948: The End of the Road
Information extracted from the school logbook for the years 1930-1948,
signed by Mrs. E. Saynor, the last head teacher, and deposited with a ‘Mr.
Wright’ in 1967.

¶ 1930
On April 1st 1930 Edith M. Sawyer, a certified teacher on a temporary basis, was in
charge. By 1930 every certified teacher had a specific identification number. Edith
Sawyer’s number was sixteen thirteen over ninety-nine!
•

Miss Dora Stephenson (supplementary teacher) and Miss Dora Norcliffe
(uncertified) supported Edith Sawyer.

•

Mr. E. Hewitt of West View Heapham was the School Correspondent. He was
responsible for paying the teachers, amongst his other duties.

•

Rev. B. Davies was the Rector

•

Rev. R. Fookes was the Assistant Diocesan Inspector who produced a glowing
report on his oral and written examination of the children in April 1930.

There were seventy students on the register although ten children left the village in
the summer, eight from one family. Attendance was not generally a major problem.
However, Chicken Pox, Scarlet Fever and a double appearance of Mumps did lead
to poor attendance.
Attitudes had changed over the intervening thirty years since the first logbook: a
holiday had been given for children to attend the Springthorpe Primitive Chapel
Anniversary, and on July 14th the children were given leave to go round Heapham
village in wagons singing hymns to celebrate their chapel anniversary. Nevertheless,
visits to the Church and religious instruction from the Rector still provided the
backbone of the school routine.
¶ 1931-32
Edith Sawyer moved on in March 1931 and was replaced by Mrs. Florence Hoyes,
from Hainton near Lincoln. Every student who has been interviewed remembers Mrs.
Hoyes who began the ‘Horlicks Tradition’. It was obvious that a new era had arrived.
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A fountain pen was now being used to make the log book entries, not the hen
scratchings with a pen nib of previous pages. To prepare girls for a career in the
home, Homecraft lessons were given every Tuesday for one hour - in fact all lessons
had duration of an hour. A new carrot was dangled in front of the children: if they had
100% attendance they could leave 15 minutes early. Presumably this was calculated
on a weekly basis.
An inventory of furniture in 1931, though, shows that money was a serious problem.
There was a very limited range of equipment: •

In the big room: 2 stock cupboards (i.e. 4 shelves), a small cupboard and a small
bookcase, a needlework table, one piano, one teacher’s desk, 2 small chairs, a
high chair and a Valor Perfection Stove.

•

In the small room: one stock cupboard, one chair, one ball frame, and one large
sand tray.

Presumably there were desks or forms but these are not mentioned.
Health had clearly assumed an important part in the school year. Dr. Macartney
ventured forth from Gainsborough to inspect the children in 1932 and this was an
annual event. ‘The Nurse’ made a regular visit to check the heads of the children for
lice, and letters were sent to the parents of children whose heads were not clean. A

Fig 28: School photo with teacher Dora Stephenson

-38-

Mr. Grey extracted teeth from four children.
The children, according to H. M. Inspector’s report, were now showing “a great deal
of natural intelligence and mental alertness” but were being “hampered by the
ineffective teaching methods of the past although great improvements had been
made under the present head.”
He deplored the lack of books on history ‘beyond 1066’ which was a comment to
pass on to the County Librarian who was making regular exchanges of books
throughout the year.
During this general period there was little change in School Managers:
•

Rev. Milne from Heapham was replaced by Rev. Nugent Wilson, who had come
to the living in 1932.

•

Mrs. Robinson from Heapham, who featured highly in the social events of the
time, was retained, as was Mr. H Anyan, the Paymaster.

•

Mr. C. J. Kell, a well-known farmer and landowner, had died at Westgate-on-Sea
in December 1931 and been replaced by Mr. G. Stephenson.

•

Mr. H. Durdey joined the group

•

Rev. Davies of Springthorpe continued until he was moved to Blyton.

¶ 1933-34
Steady progress was made in the continuity of both staff and students.
Money was always in short supply, and managers, staff and local residents all played
a part to raise extra funds. In November 1933 the children put on a very good
concert and a “good sum” was raised. The ‘Gainsborough News’ reported that in
1934 there was a “sale of useful items and a whist drive, organised by Mr. S.
Hooton”. It was very much a villagers effort as Messrs. Whitehouse, Durdey, Hoyes,
Plowright and P. Stephenson were involved as well as school staff - Mrs. Stothard,
Mrs. Wilcox and Miss Hazel Winter. Miss H. Newton sold tickets for the half tea
service, cake and flower jug provided by Miss Edna Young.
All staff attended workshops at Ropery Road school in Gainsborough in 1934 to bring
them up to date with new teaching methods. Attendance was good as were the
inspection reports, and low attendance was easily explained, usually due to farming
necessities, such as harvesting, or sickness. There were lots of trips, one of these to
the Gainsborough Agricultural Show.
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On February 20th Mrs. P. Stephenson created a
disturbance and caused lessons to be disrupted.
According to Mrs. Hoyes, Mrs. Stephenson ‘made a few
insulting remarks and issuing a threat of report to Lincoln
went away’. Mrs. Stephenson’s son Lionel and two other
boys had been punished for unruly and disruptive
behaviour and this had led to Mrs Stephenson’s outburst!
Today, Lionel claims he has no memory of the incident.

Fig. 29a:
Lionel Stephenson aged 12

Fig 29b: Mrs Stephenson

¶ 1935
An outbreak of the dreaded head lice was a feature of 1935, as was influenza, but
these were balanced by good memories. These included the holiday for the Royal
Wedding in November, the Silver Jubilee of George V, and the annual Christmas
party.
Jubilee Celebrations 1935
Taken from a local newspaper report:
“The day’s rejoicings commenced with a merry peel of bells, and at 10:30 a.m. a
special service conducted by the Rev. H. Davies was attended by a large
congregation. The service throughout was of an impressive character.
Immediately before and after the service they were given merry peels.
At 4 p.m. a meat tea was given to all the parishioners and suitable mugs were
presented to each child in the parish. At the conclusion of the tea, Mr Robert
Winter, the oldest inhabitant of the parish, proposed the health of the King. Then
the National Anthem was heartily sung. After tea there was a long programme of
sports for both children and adults”
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Back in the 1880’s it had been the tradition for Miss Beckett of Somerby Hall to give
children and teachers a party at Christmas and this tradition had been continued.
¶ 1936
The population of the two villages was decreasing noticeably and in January 1936 a
Miss Thomas, as school inspector, made the following report: This is a three-teacher school where numbers are decreasing. Since 1932 the
numbers have dropped from 67 to 55 and seem unlikely to rise again.

Two

classes are taught in one room divided by a small movable screen while the
infants have a room to themselves
Miss Thomas was complimentary in most cases about the teaching, except the
instruction received by 8 to 10 year-olds. She found the students to be “marking
time” and the teacher marking work incorrectly and not exerting herself at all.
Obviously room for improvement!
On January 22nd 1936 at 9.55am the children were assembled around the wireless to
hear the Proclamation of King Edward VIII. Other key events that year were a visit to
the circus and participation in the Heapham Chapel Anniversary, when, for the first
time, the wagons were discarded and children were conveyed around the village in a
‘motor lorry’.
¶ 1937
During 1937 the school lost twelve students and Miss Stephenson left due to the
decrease in numbers. At the lowest point only four children were at school and there
were periods of continuous absence. Both of the teachers attended courses in
Lincoln and Derby and received instruction from Miss Ferguson and Miss Watson on
the importance of P.T and how to teach it.
On the minus side there was flu and impetigo, but on the plus side there was a trip to
London to celebrate the Coronation of George VI and Queen Elizabeth, and the
arrival of a new school cupboard. Throughout the years the report from the Diocesan
Inspector was always excellent, a testament to the diligence of the rector.
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Miss Watson and a Miss
Spence continued to visit to
see the improvement in P.T
during

1938

and

Miss

Northcliffe and Mrs. Hoyes
continued to attend courses.
It is a sign of the times that
work on the school garden
began. This meant hard
physical
ground

labour,
first

had

as
to

the
be

Fig.30. Working in the School Garden

cleared.
¶ 1938
A major change was made in the autumn of 1938 when children were to be conveyed
to school by bus. Over the years the children from Heapham had undertaken the
long walk from their homes to the school in Springthorpe. Even taking into account
short cuts across fields in good weather it was a long way, especially for the younger
children. The walk for children from the hamlet of Sturgate was far enough. Several
references had been made to this problem in the earlier logbook. One girl would not
come to school at all in wet weather because her route took her through fields. Snow
and ice plus muddy and treacherous roads exhausted children and left them with
filthy shoes and clothing. A soaking on the way to school encouraged colds and flu.
In 1938, as well as the usual trips, the children visited Oxford, Liverpool and, closer
to home, ‘Rose Bros.’ in Gainsborough.

The records also show that the school

received an unexplained gift of 120 bricks from Sir Hickman Bacon. The purpose of
these becomes apparent in a note of the following year that indicates that they were
to be used to tidy up the garden, which was continuing to be developed1
¶ 1939
The School Attendance Officer, Mr. Hesp, regularly visited to check on nonattendance, which he reported to the Attendance Committee, but attendance at
Springthorpe continued to be high even as the number on the roll decreased. The

1

Reported in Circular M550
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welcome news was received in 1939 that Joan Ingall and Kitty Milburn had both
received junior scholarships. The main event of the year, though, was the National
War Crisis followed by the outbreak of war in September.

Miss Northcliffe was

frequently absent at this time, which meant Mrs. Hoyes had to control both classes,
which added to the stress.

Fig.31 : Kate Milburn’s Essay Competition Certificate of Merit

Fig. 32 : Kate Milburn’s Junior Scholarship Certificate
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¶ 1940
The weather in January 1940 was very bad and roads were blocked. One child, Alan
Connell, who was only 9 years old, died at the beginning of February. Both teachers
fell ill at regular intervals but inspections by Dr. Macartney and the nurse continued.
In July, a welcome influx of twenty-two evacuees came from Grimsby (see Fig. -- ),
bringing their own teacher, Miss Hather. This raised the number on the roll to 53.
However, by January 1941 only fourteen of the evacuees remained, the others
having returned home and in July a further four left.
The Shrove Tuesday holiday was still celebrated and in May four new evacuees from
London enrolled but two boys who were 14 years old left.

Fig.33: A group of evacuees at the school gate, 1940

We have no written records of how our evacuees responded to their new homes in
Springthorpe, but the Gainsborough News reported some individual written
experiences of evacuees who had been billeted in Gainsborough during that time:
1. I am not feeling homesick, but I would like to see my parents. If a child’s parents
are killed, that child’s life would be ruined and when he got back home who
knows what might happen. I have been to school here. At home I would miss all
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my school. The boy I am staying with was homesick while reading a letter, but it
passed in a second.
2. The lady who I stay with is very satisfactory. The people are friendly but I do
wish they would stop calling me ‘love’ and ‘duck’ and the water is hard. Conks
are plentiful and there is always something different happening.
3. I think this place is awful. After breakfast, supper and sometimes after tea we
wash the pots. Then we get the coal in and sweep the yard.
4. I like it here. There is a budgie and we have bicycles. For dinner during the
week we have roast and mashed potatoes, pigs’ fry, beef and Yorkshire
puddings, apple pie, rice puddings, sprouts, carrots and goodness knows what
else. People round here are kind to me.
These evacuees were around eleven years old and had been evacuated from Leeds.
Perhaps their thoughts had something in common with those of the children who
came to Springthorpe.
The school received an excellent report in 1940 from Rev. Fookes (now Canon) on
religious instruction, but the entries in the log book become less informative, mainly
weekly totals.
¶ 1941
The inventory of 1941, when Mrs. Hoyes was still in charge, shows that 28 dual
desks had been added, 3 easels, 5 blackboards, 2 plywood screens, a clock, two
fireguards, another Valor Perfection Stove and a Singer hand sewing machine.
There were 18 separate book titles available to ‘big room’ students, 10 titles to
younger children, and gardening and sports equipment.
¶ 1942-43
In January 1942 Mrs. Hoyes mother died in Leeds, which meant she was absent
from school and although there were regular visits from the doctor, nurse, dentist,
diocesan inspector and school attendance officer no new children were enrolled.
Attendance was about 100% each week, which meant the children could leave 15
minutes early, as had been promised.
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Mrs. Hoyes described the spring term 1943 as ‘very long’ but gave no reasons why it
seemed so. Poor weather, a lack of heat, light, supplies, and the blackout, which
changed school hours, plus the general dreariness of the war must have contributed.
At the end of September Mrs. Hoyes left after ‘twelve happy years spent at
Springthorpe’. Mrs. Lucy Flower replaced her as a temporary measure, with Mrs.
Sheardown as her unqualified assistant. By this time there were only 20 pupils on
the roll, of which 16 were present, two being in Branston Hospital with lung trouble,
the other two having scarlet fever. Over the next three months Mrs. Flower left to be
followed by Mrs. Sheardown and Mrs. Perrott. The older children were transferred to
Corringham School until Mrs. Edith Saynor took charge after the Easter holiday 1944.
She remained in the position until the school closed in 1948.
¶ 1944
When Canon Fookes inspected the school in May 1944 he found that although the
pupils had suffered from a lack of teaching staff ‘excellent work is being done to
restore a satisfactory state of religious instruction’. Mrs. Saynor’s assistant was Mrs.
Gibbon who was travelling by bus from Gringley, not the easiest of journeys.
The highlight of the year was the ‘Open Afternoon’ when the children’s handwork was
on sale with Mrs. Saynor behind the ‘Stall’.
Christmas Party.

£5 was raised, to be used for the

Perhaps more important was the ‘getting together’ of pupils,

teachers, parents and well wishers. The children entertained with songs, poems and
dances. The grand finale was a play in which all pupils took part.
During the year there was also a five-week Potato Holiday; farmer Harris requested
the labour of 2 boys over 12 years. One case of dried milk was delivered for use in
school; and Mrs. Saynor took a short break to be with her son, Peter, who was home
on leave.
¶ 1945
Coke and coal arrived early in 1945 and also in September so the school was warm
at least. This did not stop coughs and colds and a small outbreak of mumps and
whooping cough. Mr. Barwick, who had been head teacher from 1906-1913, visited
the school. Mrs. Gibbon left at the end of July and Mrs. Saynor found it difficult to
teach 20 children from 5 to 13 years on her own. She talked this over with Mr.
Sandys, H.M. Inspector. Slowly the numbers of pupils declined as the remaining
evacuees returned home.
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On Empire Day May 24th pupils were informed about the state of the Empire, and a
collection of 10 shillings was raised for the Overseas Tobacco Fund! Following V.E
Day there were several half -day holidays and Mr. H. Anyan and the managers
invited all children to a film and tea in Gainsborough, a great treat.

An ‘Open

Afternoon’ was held again. It was attended by 40 parents and villagers and raised
£6. Mrs. Flowers caused a stir when she came into the playground and shouted
abuse at some girls whom she accused of spreading lies about one of her daughters.
Later, on reflection, she returned and apologised to the teacher.
¶ 1946
In January 1946 Mrs. Saynor was still in sole charge. Left-overs from a W.I. party of
the night before provided welcome sandwiches and cakes for the eighteen children
who remained. Although the Diocesan Inspector was pleased with the children’s
work he was concerned that there was no Sunday School or prayer books. Sgt.
Wright came from Gainsborough to talk about road safety, which was becoming a
significant problem. He was not the only visitor and although they were only a small
group the school had not been forgotten. Every Thursday four senior pupils went to
Ropery Road school for instruction in cookery and woodwork and there were still
visits from the doctor, nurse and dentist.

In June a school photograph was taken

followed by a trip to Cleethorpes. Unfortunately bad weather and illness caused the
Christmas Party to be cancelled.
¶ 1947
The poor weather continued into 1947 with rain, snow and cold temperatures. There
was no coke and temperatures fell to 34 degrees. Pupils crowded into the small
room to keep warm. The dentist, not to be deterred, arrived and attended to the
children’s teeth. Coal and coke arrived at the end of March. In April senior children
began attending school in Gainsborough and all surplus furniture was removed.
Browns’ of Hull delivered toys for the 13 remaining children and water was finally
installed. The pump had not worked for months and the school had been dependent
on collecting water from surrounding houses. In November a Mr. D. T. Colemen
called regarding the probable closure of the school.
Pupils celebrated the Royal Wedding as guests of the Women’s Intitute, and the
party was ‘a great success’. As the weather worsened in the autumn temperatures
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fell in school and the children huddled round the remaining stove. The Christmas
Party was postponed again as only 6 pupils were well enough to go to school.
¶ 1948
Only eleven children were on the roll in January 1948 and this was reduced to four
because of illness and the cold temperature in the school. The managers expected
the schools to continue to be open until the end of the Spring Term, so the nurse and
the dentist still visited. However, by the beginning of March it was obvious that the
school was going to close and Mrs. Saynor received official notification on March
18th. An inventory of assets then took place but not before Miss Patterson had
removed the sewing machine!

¶ The School Closure
On January 16th 1948 a report appeared in Gainsborough’s newspaper, The News,
entitled “Lindsey Approve £11,000,000 Schools Plan”.

The plan included new

schools and extensive alterations to existing school buildings. Unfortunately, it also
included school closures. Village schools in Springthorpe, Laughton, Gate Burton
and Torksey were to be among the casualties.
Springthorpe, though, was not about to lose its school without a fight. A later article
in The News, on February 6th 1948, reported proceedings at the Lindsey County
Council meeting on the previous Friday. Councillor M. A. Tier, who lived at Westview
in Sturgate and was Corringham’s representative, had raised three questions
regarding the proposed closure of the village school at Springthorpe.
These are the three points he raised:
1. “In view of the fact that a petition with a list of objections appended, and signed
by over 120 local government electors, was forwarded to the Minister of
Education on December 20th last, why no acknowledgement of its receipt had
been received either by the committee or the two parishes concerned.”

He

asked for assurance that the irregularities would be taken up with the Minister.
2. “What steps had the committee taken, or proposed to take, to ensure the care
and attention of the long distance five-year-old children who would be denied the
mid-day attention of their mothers?”
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3. Drawing attention to the possibility of a violation of section 76 of the Education
Act he then asked the Chairman: “how did he reconcile that 98 per cent
opposition to the proposals in the two parishes concerned, with the general
principle laid down in Section 76 of the Act?”
In answer to the Question 1, the Chairman of the Education Committee said that he
did not see how the committee could take it up with the Minister, as they had not
been consulted on the matter. As it has been “done direct” it was up to the people
concerned to take it up with the Minister. With regard to the other two questions, the
Chairman said that before he committed himself he would require “due notice”.
We have found no report of the outcome, but we do know that despite the petition,
and despite Councillor Tier’s efforts on behalf of his voters, the closure of
Springthorpe School went ahead. No more students were admitted after the end of
the Spring Term 1948.

The remaining children were transferred to Corringham

School on April 18th and Springthorpe C of E School fell into disuse after April 27th.
1948. They were Anthony Tier, John Winter, Margaret Spittlehouse, Sylvia Wilcox,
Janet Taylor, Clarice Storey and Robert Storey.
The following children from our villages and hamlets started school at Corringham in
the new school year of 1948, after the closure of Springthorpe School:
David Lidgett, John Spittlehouse, Terry McCleary (from Devizes), Bernard Stothard,
Sandra Storey, Margaret Winter, David Leachman, John Burgess, Richard
Whitecross, Dennis Summers, Michael Guymas and Catherine Johnson.2

2

From Corringham School records.
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Fig. 34: School Song Book
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CHAPTER 6

2005: A School Reunion 57 Years On

Once it had been decided to write a history of the old school it seemed a good idea to
call upon some former pupils to record their memories before it was too late. After
all, some of them would be quite elderly and all would by this time be pensioners.
How were we to do this?

We knew of only a few ex-pupils who were still local

residents. Perhaps we could advertise a meeting in the local press – but what would
we call it? Suddenly, the answer seemed obvious and opened up the scope of the
event enormously – we would hold a School Reunion!

Fig. 35: Photo from the Lincolnshire Echo, April 2005, publicising the event

The event was planned for April 2005. The publicity machine was set in motion and
the Lincolnshire Echo helped by publishing an article with a picture of five ex-pupils
still living locally, with a combined age of 410 years. The best means of publicising
the event, though, was word of mouth. Interest in the Reunion gathered momentum
and phone calls began to come in from near and far.
The Reunion as a social event was a great success. 20 former pupils attended,
together with various relatives. There was a slideshow of Old Springthorpe Places
and People that triggered many reminiscences while refreshments were served. The
press came back to report on the day, interviewing selected guests and taking more
-51-

photographs.

One report of the occasion appeared in the Lincolnshire Echo on

Friday, April 22nd. The other report appeared in the Gainsborough Standard.

Fig.36: Photo in the Lincolnshire Echo on Friday, April 22nd

In order that the reminiscences of the former schoolchildren could be recorded we
had asked for photographs to be brought, and we prepared questionnaires to trigger
old memories. In the event it was not quite as straightforward as we had expected.
We should have anticipated that everyone would be so excited to meet one another
again that the interviewing would take second place to the chatter. Nevertheless, a

a]
Fig. 37: a] Fred Kirkland, Gainsborough Standard April 2005
b] Fred as a boy

-52-

b]

good selection of photographs accumulated and copies were made. Contact details
were recorded so that we could return to gathering information at a later date. The
stories recorded here evolved from this reunion.

Memories of Springthorpe School by the ex-students
•

Janet Hart nee Taylor

Janet, born in May 1942 was a pupil at the school from sometime in the school
year 1946-47 until the closure.
Janet lived in a small cottage near Heapham Pond with her adopted parents Mildred
and George Taylor.

There were very few

young children in Heapham at the time and
her only playmates were John and Margaret
Winter. Stephanie Streets lived at a farm near
the chapel and Janet also remembers David
Lidgett and his sister Christine. One boy,
Eddie Scaresbrook, lived in Sturgate and told
everyone he ran over fields to school as a
short cut.
Janet

was

four

when

she

went

to

Springthorpe School and thinks she must
Fig.38: Margaret & John Winter

have

walked

there,

although

she

does

remember her mother pushing her there in a
pram at some stage. Later, she went by bicycle that she parked at her Granddad’s
house, opposite the New Inn overlooking the village pond.

When Springthorpe

School closed she cycled all the way to Corringham and can’t remember ever being
absent from school. Also, even though the weather was bad, the school never
closed.
Her teacher at Springthorpe was Mrs. Saynor who was very strict and no-one but noone would answer her back or question her authority. As Janet put it-‘I don’t suppose
they would dare to be late with Mrs. Saynor waiting for them.’
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All she remembers of the school buildings is a large classroom with a huge stove that
always seemed to be burning, with a fireguard round it to keep the children safe. The
toilets were outside.
Apart from attending school, every Sunday she went to Heapham Chapel where she
received several books as prizes for good attendance. These are books that she still
owns.
One of her lasting memories of wartime Heapham was when a Lancaster bomber
crashed through their pig sty, demolishing it before crashing into the field at the back
of the house. The bomber left a huge dip in the field, which remained there for many
years. The fate of the pig is unknown.
•

John Winter

John was a pupil at Springthorpe School for the eighteen months before it
closed.
John

started

school

sometime before his fifth
birthday in 1947.

He

travelled by tricycle as the
roads were relatively clear
of traffic.

His Mum was

worried that he might race
round the corner of Hill
Road down to the pond,
which was situated in the
Fig.39: John Winter’s Birthday Party

front of Whitehouse Farm.

She imagined him going down the hill under the post and rail fence straight into the
water. However, John has no recollection of making her worst fears come true. He
would leave his tricycle at Ann Wilcox’s house on Hill Road. He and Ann would then
walk to school together, passing behind the row of cottages fronting the main road to
walk along a footpath through the cottages’ back yards. In those days high hedges
bordered the path. Along the way they would pass the school garden, which was
probably situated where the council graveyard is now.

-54-

As John remembers it, the school playground was split into two yards, one for girls,
the other for boys. The little children, who had lots of push- and pull-along toys,
played in the girls’ yard, presumably because the girls played gentler games. A high
wall surrounded the schoolyards, cutting them off from the road.
By 1947 the number of children on the roll was in serious decline so all the children
were taught in the big room and sat in rows of desks, two to a desk. These desks
had inkwells and a groove for pens and pencils but no shelf for storing books. The
rows of desks faced the big stove. At lunchtime, John went with Ann to her home for
lunch, or round to Old Yard Farm on School Lane, where his granddad’s brother
farmed.
On one occasion John and a girl called Clarice Storey where hauled up in front of the
whole school. Clarice had been unkind to a cat and John was alleged to have set fire
to a hayrick in his father’s yard, a charge he denies to this day. The police were
called and told him off for this alleged misdemeanour.
Rev. Butterworth was the vicar of Springthorpe and Heapham at the time but Rev.
Nugent Wilson, vicar of Upton preached regularly at the church. John remembers
him quite clearly for a rather strange reason. On the occasions when he preached at
Heapham he called at John’s home for tea. A plate of tarts was always produced
and the vicar always took one. He then proceeded to take the jam out of the pastry
shell with his spoon. He ate the jam and left the shell, something John was not
allowed to do! No one remarked on it. Presumably they considered the activity to be
a suitable one for a vicar in an out of the way place.

•

Kate Sylvia Casswell nee Milburn,

•

Patricia Margaret Sinclair nee Milburn,

•

Joan Ellis Newton nee Milburn

•

Lionel Stephenson.

•

Joan Newton also spoke for Fred Newton, her husband who sadly passed
away this year, 2006.
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-

Kate was at the school 1932-1939

-

Pat Sinclair 1932-1943

-

Joan Newton 1928-1934

-

Fred Newton 1923-1932 and

-

Lionel Stephenson 1925-1934.

(These

pupils

were

interviewed

together at a joint meeting.

Other

information was gathered from the
memoirs of the ‘Milburn Girls’ who
have written them down as a record for
their own families)
In the 1920s and 1930s school enrolment
was reasonably high so it was to be
Fig.40: Joan Milburn with her twin sisters, Kate
and Pat, and Ann Spencer from Heapham

expected that there would be a crowd of
children waiting to go into school when the

school bell rang. Just recently graffiti has been found on the wall near the school
entrance that verifies this (see Fig.41).
As the group said, when interviewed, ‘there were so many children coming from
Heapham that it was like a crowd going to a football match in the morning and going
home in the afternoon.’ Mrs. Hoyes, the head teacher, provided this crowd with
Horlicks at morning playtime and cocoa in the afternoon.
By the 1930s there was mains water in the school. Until then, water for the school
came from two nearby springs. One of these was located opposite the house now
occupied by Mr & Mrs. John Gleadell in Chapel Lane. The other was near the house
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Grant and family on School Lane. The mains water now
came to the school through a pump situated in the small schoolroom.
Inside, paraffin lamps lighted the rooms until electricity was installed in the late
1930s. The big room was divided width-ways, and was heated by a boiler. In the
small room there was an open fire with a fireguard. A paraffin stove gave out extra
heat and one day the stove tipped over and set the floorboards alight. However,
danger was averted when a child threw water on the flames.
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Fig.41: Samples of graffiti from the wall near the front door

One day ’The Board’ was erected at the end of the school wall. This board was only
inserted after Mrs. Davies, the vicar’s wife, had run into a child with her car. The
child had run down the slope and out into the road.
Against the outside wall was the coalhouse with two sections, one for coal, the other
for coke. Also outside were the dreaded toilets, ‘dilly carts’ or tubs on four wheels. On
top of each cart was a single seat. When the tubs were full they were wheeled away
by the boys, who tipped the contents into a hole or trench in the school garden.
Evidently, excellent beans and other vegetables were grown in this garden. Later,
Elsan-type tin toilets were installed, but these still had to be emptied by the boys,
whose noses usually only reached the rim of the tins!
Miss Enderby preceded Mrs. Hoyes as head teacher and Miss Norcliffe taught the
infants. Miss Dora Stephenson, Lionel’s aunt taught the second class and Fred
Newton helped his mother to clean the school and do any other odd jobs. Miss
Norcliffe appeared old to the children but was most likely only 30 or 40 years old and
later worked in Wakefield before her retirement.

After retirement she was

disparagingly described as a person who ‘cooked all her vegetables in one pan’
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something many of us can relate to! The Vicar, Mr. Hesp, Sir Hickman Bacon and
the ‘nit’ nurse, Miss Harrison, were regular visitors.
A typical day began with a visit from the Vicar followed by mental arithmetic and
spelling. There was arithmetic from 11a.m., with composition in the afternoon. Add
history, geography, sewing, canework and daily exercise and this was the curriculum.
The younger children learnt ‘joined-up writing’ and did sums. They were read to,
chanted tables, learnt to read and did crayoning. The whole school sang popular
songs such as “The British Grenadier”, “The Lincolnshire Poacher” and “Linden Lea”.
Punishments varied from a ruler (narrow side down) across the knuckles, to Miss
Enderby’s favourite, a clenched fist brought down with full force on the top of a child’s
head. It was not difficult to earn punishment, lateness or talking in class being the
most common misdemeanours. If children were thought to be too big to discipline,
they were sent to Kexby School where there was a male teacher!
Half-day holidays were celebrated on Ascension Day,
Empire Day and Oak Apple Day, and on the Silver Jubilee of
George V and Queen Mary in 1935 every child was given a
commemorative mug.

It was also customary to involve

pupils in the decorating of floats and carts for special
occasions. On Canning Day the local W.I. used the room,
shipped in their fruit and vegetables, and the annual canning
took place. Annual trips to Cleethorpes were a real treat,
the pupils travelling via the Enterprise and New Dawn buses
belonging to Mr. Davidson or Mr. Jubbs from Upton.
For a short time there was a Youth Club and socials.
Fig. 42:
Frank Hewitt

Maurice Ingall, Lionel Stephenson and Steve Harris formed
a band , with an accordion and drums, to play on these
occasions. Colin Kirman was a veteran of Dunkirk and for a

short time a group of Dunkirk survivors camped in the village. It was all very secret.
They set up their tents in Mr. Anyan’s field and left a week later in lorries at the crack
of dawn.
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•

Charles Rands

Charles left school in 1937 when he was 14. His sisters Annie, Doris and Elsie
also attended Springthorpe School. They had lived in Sturgate but moved to
Buttercup Farm, Heapham, which they later sold to the Hill family.
Charles sat next to Frank Hewitt, from Heapham Mill. Charles remembered Mrs.
Hoyes very well and liked her. However, she would not let pupils take a short cut to
the school through her garden. She reserved this for herself. When he attained his
14th birthday Mrs. Hoyes told him that she had reserved a place for him at
Gainsborough Technical College and he was to start there the next day. After he
had attended the college for a year he left and went to work at Marshall and Sons in
the wage department, which is where he was working until he was called up for war
service.
His sisters passed their Scholarships and went to the High School in Gainsborough.
Elsie later attended Hull Training College and in 1936 made a return visit to her old
school in Springthorpe, according to the logbook.

Doris and Annie, who is a

preacher in chapel, are still living. Charles said they told him they never wanted a
brother but changed their minds after he was born.
•

Ernie Till

Ernie Till from Heapham was at the school from 1922-1931. He has outlived his
two brothers, Len and Hermann and his sister Eva.
To get to school meant a long walk for Ernie and he was only four and a half years
old when he started school. He was six years younger than Len and the others were
both older than Len. The children went to school as a group, those furthest down the
lane starting out and picking up the others as they went along. As Ernie said, some
of the farms down the lane are gone now to make way for Sturgate Aerodrome.
Cuckoo Farm was taken over in a matter of days by the War Office and the Till family
‘flitted’ to Rose Cottage in Heapham as a temporary measure.
Henry Hudson, who lived at Lands End Farm, made a Meccano clock when he was
at school. It was as big as a regular grandfather clock and Henry was obviously
mechanically minded as he went on to work at Halfords for many years.
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The family of Harold Hird (Ruby, Aubrey and Cyril) moved from Corringham to stay
with a Mrs. Marshall at the “House in the Wood” further down the lane at Harpswell
Wood, and they became part of the group. Other children were Mollie Kelsey and
the Wigglesworth children, all from Billyard’s Farm in Harpswell Parish, who walked
three miles each way to and from school. Ethel Robinson was another member of
the group. When she was small her parents took her to the fields while they worked.
She was wrapped in a blanket and kept close by while they hoed mangels and
singled turnips.
Ernie remembers Mr. Barwick always wore a mortarboard and gown. Again Miss
Enderby is remembered as having a vicious streak, this time with the bell! ‘Reggie
Key could testify to that’. Other pupils Ernie remembers were Mary and Clifford
Anyan, Ted Edwardson and Ern and Harry Streets. One treat Ernie remembers: all
the children went up to the Rectory and were given hot cross buns.
Clara Kirkland and Frederick Kirkland
They still live at the family home, Mill
Farm, and their sister Irene lives at
Knaith. Their two sisters Martha and
Phyllis

died

respectively

in
but

1943
all

and

1991

attended

Springthorpe School as soon as they
were old enough. Their father was a
farmer Frederick Orlando and Martha
Elizabeth Drury was a member of a
Fig. 43:
Martha & Clara Kirkland

well known gypsy family. The children
attended school in the 1930s and early
1940s.

Fig. 44a:
Phyllis Kirkland

Every day the children took their packed lunches and joined the
general exodus of children from Heapham. The school bell, which
could be heard as far away as Sturgate was rung at 8.50am to give
a five-minute leeway to late comers. The south door admitted the
girls and small children while the boys went in by the north door.
Some children lived close to the school in three cottages that stood
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Fig. 44b
Irene Kirkland

next to the school allotment: the Kirman family, the Spittlehouses and lastly the
Hoyes.
The school looked lovely at Christmas time and at parties, dances and other social
dos, when it was lit by paraffin lamps. It was especially nice at Christmas when
Father Christmas, alias Mr. Hoyes, always put in a welcome appearance. Miss Dora
Stephenson and Mrs. Hoyes worked in the ‘big room’ while Miss Northcliffe, and later
Mrs Saynor, worked in the small room with the young children until they moved up to
the big room when they were about 8 years old. By the time Fred moved into the ‘big
room’ Miss Stephenson had left and Mrs. Hoyes taught the older children alone.
There was the opportunity for mischief especially when the long seats of the desks in
front were tipped up without the owner’s knowledge resulting in a child falling on the
floor. However discipline was strict. There was the threat of the cane, and the edge
of a ruler could quickly be brought down across the knuckles of a naughty child.
Those caught behaving badly once too often were transferred to Kexby School where
the head teacher would cane them as soon as they arrived as a warning what to
expect.
Fred remembers digging the allotment and seeing the lovely ‘veggies‘ which grew
there. However, he never saw them after that and assumes that they were sold to
raise money for the church or the school, but no one seemed to know.

Every

morning the same hymn was sung just to remind the children of the importance of the
allotment: ‘In our Lord’s dear garden’. However many thought that it was sung
because it was the only one Miss Norcliffe could play! Following the hymn and a
short prayer the children moved to the side of their desks to do their physical jerks, a
few stretches and a slapping of the cheeks to bring the roses back to them.
No one can remember having time off for sickness. If children were ill they just got
on with it as best they could, and if it was necessary to call the doctor Mrs. Rands, at
Buttercup Farm, was the person to notify. She was the doctor’s secretary and made
a note of those needing Dr. Wilson, or later Dr. O’Toole, who came from Willingham.
She would place a white handkerchief on a pole at the gate of her house and when
the doctor passed on his bicycle he would stop and pick up the list.
No special uniforms were worn. Boys wore shorts until they were ten, then they
graduated into long trousers. Most children wore clothes until they were threadbare,
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then they were cut into strips to make rugs. Girls were taught how to sew and knit at
school and were allowed to keep the scarves and gloves they knitted.
Clara and Fred remember several local children who went to school with them.
There was Elsie Marshall, Iris Stothard and the three Lidgett girls, Vera, Rene and
Evelyn. When they left school, Fred and Clara were absorbed into the family. Clara
looked after her mother and helped on the farm. Fred worked on the farm and later
helped build the aerodrome at Sturgate before coming back to work on the farm
again.
Every week there were visitors to add some variety. An Upton shopkeeper supplied
groceries to the Kirkland family, besides paraffin and parts for their oil lamps, before
retiring to Bridlington. Harry Rose, a butcher from Gainsborough, brought meat, first
on a bicycle then by van. Mr. Nev Barnes would come to Heapham to shoe horses
and do any ironwork that was needed.
•

Evelyn Lidgett (now Mrs. Streets)

Born at Elmtree Farm in Heapham and was a pupil from 1923-1937.

Fig. 45: Three young Lidgett Girls: Vera, Evelyn & Irene

Evelyn and her two sisters walked a mile and a half to school every day with their
packed lunches. . Miss Enderby, the head teacher, would not let them take a short
cut by using the path at the back of her house, so it took them longer to get to school.
Evelyn remembers that there was a big dog, which used to lie on the pavement
outside Miss Enderby’s house. It was not aggressive and the children called him
‘Don Enderby’. At mid-day they visited their Aunt Emma Lidgett’s home, the white
house near the pond at Springthorpe, and she gave them hot tea to have with their
sandwiches.
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One of Evelyn’s favourite lessons, which she was good at, was Scripture, taught by
Rev. Davies who lived at the Rectory on Chapel Lane. Every year Canon Foulkes
came from Lea to examine the children. All the usual lessons were taught including
how to knit and sew, but Evelyn can’t say she really enjoyed school. One day which
most of the pupils remember was Ascension Day, when they were each given a
currant bun at the Rectory served to them by a maid, who Evelyn thinks was called
Verna.
Evelyn had two special friends, Frances Burgess (now Mrs. Carr) and Edna Taylor
who lived at Sturgate.

Evelyn keeps in touch with Frances by phone although

Frances now lives in Rainham, Kent. Another pupil Evelyn remembers was Ernest
Streets, whom she later married.

He and his younger brother did not stay at

Springthorpe School but transferred to Kexby, where the head teacher was a man.
When Evelyn left school she was 14 and went back to her mother’s home near
Bourne. She helped her aunt by working on the milk round, riding her bike and
carrying the cans on her handlebars to deliver the milk around the village.
Evelyn managed somehow to pick up an old songbook at school, which must have
been thrown out at some stage. Against many of the songs there are the names of
children and Evelyn feels that perhaps these children were chosen to sing solos and
special pieces for a concert at the school (see pp. 34-36).
•

Vera Lidgett (now Mrs. Smithson)

Evelyn Lidgett’s sister; attended Springthorpe School from 1925-1939
Vera started school in Miss Norcliff’s class and vaguely remembers that Miss
Enderby was the head teacher when she first got there. Mostly she remembers Mrs.
Hoyes who later took over the post. Vera’s best friend was Harriet Newton, in later
years known as Rita because she didn’t like her given name. As with Evelyn she
remembers walking to school and spending the dinnertime at her aunt’s house. She
also remembers receiving the scripture lessons and the Ascension Day currant bun.
She recalls that the children were invited to the Rectory to play games in the paddock
after which they filed to form a circle round the Rectory door to receive the well
remembered currant bun.
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Vera felt strongly that the vicar favoured the church-going children at the expense of
the Methodists. Her mother Elizabeth Jane Staton, who had come from near Bourne,
was a staunch Methodist. When Elizabeth came to Gainsborough she worked in
service for the Marshall family. After she married Albert Lidgett, another ex-pupil of
Springthorpe School, who was a churchgoer, a bellringer and chorister, the family
was brought up in the chapel tradition.
Vera was prone to migraine and one morning, during Composition lesson, her vision
became blurred and the pain unbearable.

At dinnertime Evelyn took her home,

returning to school in time for the afternoon session. On her return she was given
the cane because she presumably had told no one where she was going. There
were no concessions for the kindly sisterly concern! To make matters worse, the
teacher (who is nameless) had written at the bottom of Vera’s composition (written
through a blinding headache) – ‘9/10 rather short’!
One thing Vera never did at school was to go to the toilet. She couldn’t contemplate
going to the dirty, smelly soil closet outside in the playground.
Apart from the migraine, Vera remembers that all the children had the usual
childhood illnesses. No-one called the doctor unless it was an emergency. The
young Lidgett girls all caught these illnesses together so, to save their mother going
up and down stairs to nurse them they were all bundled together downstairs in one
big double bed.
When she left school at 14, Vera stayed at home for several years, helping on the
farm with the sheep, and really loved lambing time.
•

Harry Pickwell

He lived at Beehive Farm in Heapham. He was at Springthorpe School from
1924-1938
Harry’s father Robert had been educated in London for the sum of 2d a week. He
always told his children that as long as ‘you worked on your memory’ you couldn’t go
wrong. His mother was Mary Anne Wilkinson from Retford.
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Harry is now 87 and acknowledges that his family is long lived. Of the nine children
in the family Luther, Harry and Harold are the last remaining. Harry left school at 14
and went to work as a stockman for Gaggs at Harpswell on their dairy farm.
Harry’s special friends at school were Joe Kirman and Harold Streets. They were a
mischievous bunch and sometimes got into trouble. Harry once got the cane for
breaking a window at the school while playing cricket. Harold Streets had bowled a
Yorker, so it wasn’t entirely Harry’s fault for hitting it high into the school window! On
that occasion he got six strokes across his hand and six on his behind. However he
was well padded with cardboard for the occasion, which softened the blow.
Mrs. Hoyes taught him to write. He remembers there were three ways to write, you
had to choose the one that suited you best. There was a backward slant, an upright
and a forward slant. Harry chose the forward slant and thought Mrs. Hoyes was a
good teacher. “I have no regrets, none whatsoever”
Harry liked to play football and cricket. These were played on Anyan’s field. “It was
a bit difficult, because the field was all ridges and furrows. We played on the land
top. The field was opposite where the Millburn family lived and the chapel was next
door. It was Primitive and Heapham’s was Wesleyan - a political difference you see.
Later they combined to become Primitive Methodist and that was much better.”
Harry admitted with a broad grin that he liked playtime best, but he also liked poetry
and can remember poems learned at school even now. He also picked up bits later
from the television. No clothes were passed down through the family -- they were
always worn-out. Their boots were well studded to make them last longer.
Although Harry’s mother made sure the children were never late for school, Harry
lost school time when he was seriously ill with tubercular peritonitis. He watched the
children day after day going to and returning from school. Dr McCarthy diagnosed
the illness and Dr Healds was his local physician. Lily, his big sister, was brought
back home to look after him during his long illness. After his recovery he returned to
school and his sister went back to her job, caring for Mr. and Mrs. Lidgett.
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•

Peggy Kirman

She was at Springthorpe School from 1939-1948
Peggy lived at 7 Hill Road, or 24 Springthorpe as it was known then. By the early
1940’s school numbers were dropping and all pupils were in the big room. Mrs.
Saynor was the head teacher and although it was war time there was no shortage of
exercise books, pens with nibs, and ink that was dispensed by the Ink Monitor.
Peggy left to go to Lea Road School.
•

Ellis Smithson

He started at Corringham School and did not transfer to Springthorpe until he
was in his last years at school. His two sisters Kathleen and Connie and his
brother Rowland (who married Vera Lidgett) all went to Springthorpe School.
George Francis Smithson was the father of the family and his work was with Shire
horses.

Because of this he moved around a lot, mostly to the farms in the

Corringham, Scotton and Springthorpe areas, but even as far as Chesterfield. He
prepared the horses for sales and shows and would travel by train, often with the
horse on the train with him.
When they were in Springthorpe they lived at the corner house opposite where Mrs.
Hoyes lived. He remembers the ringing of the school bell, morning prayers and
Scripture with the vicar. Like most local boys and young men his favourite past time
was cricket. When Ellis was a child there was a small cottage on the green where
the White House now stands. It was a smallholding with buildings which still stand.
Later the old cottage was pulled down, and Ellis worked on the site with Pumfreys of
Gainsborough who had their workshops in Carlisle Street. Part of the garden of the
White House is woodland. There was access via a gate on Hill Road. Through the
fence and over the stile there was the cricket field! Friday nights were spent getting
the ground ready for the Saturday game.
Ellis remembers that there was a general meeting place for boys on their way to
Sunday night service at Heapham Methodist Chapel. The place was a seat opposite
the post box in the wall, on the wide verge. Until recently, a seat was still there.
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Fig.46: School Photo 1940s with teacher Mrs Saynor
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CHAPTER 7

From School to Village Hall
Information extracted from the Minute Book for the years
1951 to 1999.

¶ At a Parish Meeting held on Wednesday, 24th January 1951, it was proposed by
Mr Tier and seconded by Mr H. V. Anyan, “that Sir E. Bacon’s offer of the School for
use as a Village Hall be accepted”.
acknowledgement and thanks.

The Chairman was to write a letter of

Thereafter, the Parish Meeting was held in the

Village Hall, usually annually.
Immediately following the Parish Meeting’s resolution to accept Sir Edmund Bacon’s
offer, the Springthorpe Parish Hall Executive Committee was formed and had its first
meeting. Present at that meeting were:
-

Councillor M. A. Tier, Chairman

-

Messrs. F. Newton, G. Milburn, J. Middleton and H. V. Anyan

-

Mrs G. Milburn and Mrs Saynor.

Between them they agreed a constitution and established a policy regarding the
hiring of the hall. They decided on George Pigott of Gainsborough to be the supplier
of solid fuel, and they resolved to have a Whist Drive in order to raise funds.
Thereafter, a Whist Drive was a regular fundraising event at the Village Hall. At the
subsequent committee meeting it was resolved that the official designation of the hall
was to be “The Springthorpe Parish Hall”
During the following decades various improvements were made to modernise the
building:
Demolition of Outside Buildings:
-

At the Committee Meeting of March 22nd 1962 is was agreed that volunteers
would “pull down the boundary wall and toilets”

-

At the meeting on June 11th 1979 it was reported that Gainsborough Action
Group had commenced work on Monday 11th June. They were going to demolish
the outbuildings as well as finishing roof work and interior decorating. Mr Peter
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Mina offered a £350 interest-free loan for “an indefinite period” towards the cost
of this work, in order to get it completed all at once. By September 19th the work
was completed by Gainsborough Action Group and “it was agreed that although
not professional, a very good job had been made”
-

In December 1984 it was decided that an outdoor light was needed to illuminate
the car park.

Floors & Windows:
•

On 14th August 1975 it was reported that the fitting of new windows and the
installation of a new floor in the main hall were now completed.

•

It was agreed that male committee members would concrete and lay a new floor
in the smaller room on 13th and 14th of September, using materials and equipment
donated by Mr Kelsey and Mr M. Anyan.

•

By 1981 yet another new floor was being discussed, as the existing one was
“probably unsafe” for disco dancing! An initial estimate of £750 was given, later
to rise to £1,200. A grant was applied for from the Community Council, and
approved by September 1982. The grant was £676.

•

The final bill for the new floor was £1014.17 and it was agreed that it “looked
good”. Now a floor polisher was needed.

•

By the following year there were complaints that it could not be kept clean and
perhaps it should be sanded down again and given a dark stain.

•

In September 1983 new windows for the kitchen were discussed. It was decided
that the upper part would be boarded and the lower part double-glazed. A grant
from the Community Council was applied for.

Toilets: An ‘Elsan’ chemical toilet was used from 1952, a second one being
purchased in 1959. These were initially in the outbuildings, and remained in use until
at least 1964, although there is no record in the Minute Book of when the present
toilets were installed. Minutes for the years between 1965 and 1974 are missing.
Heating: 2 ‘Calor’ Gas Fires were purchased between August and December 1975
“before prices increase further”. In August 1976 an additional heater was proposed.
Calor gas heaters continued to heat the hall as best they could, until mains gas and
the current electronically controlled heating system were installed in January 2005.
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The School Bell and the School Clock:
In November 1951 the question of the Old School Bell, standing in the grounds of the
Hall, was raised. Should it be sold? It was resolved that it should be retained, but
two weeks later the safety of its position was discussed. It was decided that it should
be “removed to a suitable place inside the hall”. Eventually, after the Village Hall
closed, Mr George Garrett looked after it. When the School Reunion was announced
in April 2005, George cleaned it up and returned it to the Hall for the event, and there
it stays.

Similarly, the old school’s pendulum clock, which had been carefully

restored and placed in the church, was returned to the old school building.
Fundraising Events included:
-

Regular Whist Drives

-

Barbecues

-

Clay Pigeon Shooting

-

Coffee Mornings / Evenings

-

Harvest Suppers (75p and 50p in 1976; £1 and 50p in 1979)

-

Jumble Sales

-

Bingo

-

Gala Days

-

Hand bells

Social Events:
There was an Official Opening of the newly decorated Hall, by Mrs Mina, on 15th May
1976, with a Social Evening, music and Bingo.

The villagers of Springthorpe,

Sturgate and Heapham were invited. There was no charge, and a glass of sherry
was served on entry. This was followed by light refreshments
Fundraising events kept various committees very busy and were necessary in order
to pay for heating and maintenance of the Hall.

It was always a small core of

hardworking volunteers that kept things going. Attendance at the Annual General
Meetings was always a problem, suggesting a lack of general support, and a malaise
in the parish. The community wanted events to be organised and provided but in
general seemed unwilling to help.

There were periods when this led to the closure

of the Village Hall.
•

There were no minutes entered from 1959 – 1962, and then from 1963 to 1974,
when a Parish Meeting was called to discuss whether the parishioners wanted
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closure of the hall. The unanimous decision was to keep the hall open and to
raise funds to repair it. A Christmas Draw was to be arranged with 2,000 tickets
printed, to be sold at 5p each.
•

No minutes written from Nov. 1985-Nov. 1987, and at the November ’87 meeting,
election of officers was abandoned.

•

From November 11th 1987 no minutes of Committee Meetings were written until
December 19th 1993. A new Committee had then been set up, a new lease
signed with Thonock and Somerby Estates, and fundraising was starting again.
A Quiz was held for the re-opening of the Village Hall.

•

The Hall continued to function on this occasion until 1999. The surrender of the
lease was accepted by Thonock & Somerby Estates with effect from September
1st 1999

Committees:
First Executive Committee of Springthorpe Parish Hall, 1951:
Chairman: Councillor M. A. Tier.
Mr Fred Newton, Mr George Milburn, Mr John Middleton, Mr Herbert V. Anyan, Mrs
G. Milburn, Mrs. Edith Saynor
List of people who served on the Committee between 1951 and 1999:
NAME

YEARS ON COMMITTEE

Anyan, Charles

1956

Anyan, Mrs Bessie

1951

Anyan, Herbert V.

1951-1954

Anyan, Michael

1975-

Anyan, Mrs Clare

1974

Anyan, Mrs Lesley

1977

Anyan, Paul

1977

Benson, Mrs Lynn

1978

Casswell, Jack

1953

Casswell, Mrs Claire

1981-82

Cowan, Julian

1981

Cowan, Mrs Gill

1981

Deakin, Mrs Wynn

1981-8

Durdey, Miss Norma

1980

Folegnani, Shannon

1994-99
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Garrett, George

1974

Garrett, Miss Fiona

1984-87

Garrett, Mrs Gwen

1974

Glasby, M.

1993

Gleadell, L. D.

1993-94

Gleadell, Mrs Kate

1994-99

Harris, Des

1952

Harris, Walter

1952-

Higgins, Mrs Margaret

1975-79

Holmes, Mrs Rachel

1993-99

Jubb. L.

1993

Kelsey, Brian

1975-84

Kelsey, Mrs April

1974-84

Landers, Donald

1975-

Mackney, Mrs D.

1982-

Middleton, John

1951-

Middleton, Miss Brenda

1952-

Milburn, George

1951-1954

Milburn, Mrs G.

1951-1954

Mina, Mrs Lilian

1974-77

Mina, Peter

1974-77

Neal Mrs Julie

1976

Needham, Mrs Rita

1981-87

Nelson, M.

1993-99

Nelson, Mrs G.

1993

Newton, Fred

1951-80

Newton, Mrs Joan

1975-80

Oakes, John

1993-99

Robson, J.

1993

Saynor, Mrs Edith

1951-1954

Shippam, Marjorie

1995-99

Smith, Robert (Bob)

1975-79, 1983

Spittlehouse, John

1955-

Stephenson Mrs Mary

1952-?, 1980

Stephenson, Maurice

1952-
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Stephenson, Miss Dora

1975-

Stephenson, Mrs P.

1951-

Taylor, Mrs Margaret

1974-75

Taylor, Philip

1974-75

Tier, Malcolm A. Councillor

1951-1955

Tier, Mrs Mary

1954-

Walton, Frank

1956-

Walton, Mrs Phyllis

1956-

Wilcox, Mrs Hazel

1959-

Willey, G. E. (Ted)

1974-75

Willey, Ian

1952-

Winter, Mrs Shirley

1993-99

Fig. 47: The Village Hall in 2003
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¶ A New Lease of Life:
In 2003 it was proposed to the Thonock and Somerby Estates that the empty hall
could be reopened and used as a venue for Adult Education in Arts and Heritage
studies. The Estate liked the idea and offered to spruce up the building structure, to
install adequate fluorescent lighting, and to install a mains gas heating system.
During the following summer months the interior of the hall was repainted by
volunteers with donated materials. Classes in Drawing, Painting, Sculpture and Art
History started in the September of 2003.

The new heating and lighting were

installed during the winter months.
In order to run the Village Hall appropriately a new committee was formed in January
2005, and a Constitution adopted on 25th February 2005. A new lease has been
negotiated with the Thonock and Somerby Estates. Classes began to be provided
under the auspices of two organisations: the Workers’ Educational Association
(W.E.A.)1, and the University of Hull’s Centre for Lifelong Learning (C.L.L.). Rental of
the Hall for classes provides a steady income with which to pay for utilities.
Once heating was installed the Hall became much more comfortable and further
classes were added to the programme. Keep Fit sessions moved there from the
New Inn, which was about to close down; an Art & Crafts course was provided by
West Lindsey’s Adult Education programme; and the committee itself hired a lecturer
independently to teach courses in Antiques & their History. In November 2006 the
new local drama group, Dramatically Different, staged its first production, “Miss
Moffat Comes to Tea”, to enthusiastic full houses.
Thanks to the growing education programme, the building has once again become
available for use as a Village Hall for community and social events. Ironically, the
building is now being sustained by a return to the purpose for which it was first built –
rural education for the local community.

1

The W.E.A. Scunthorpe Branch gave four tables and thirty chairs from its Rowland Road
site, which was closing down. Other furniture was donated by local villagers.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1:

Rural Education in Victorian England

A contemporary described Lincolnshire farmers in the early nineteenth century as
“the least intelligent and informed group in society – all they know is country affairs”.1
At that time there was little difference educationally between the farmer and his
labourers. However, this was quickly to change. A new generation of farmers,
valuing education, began to employ governesses for their young children, and to
send their older sons to grammar schools. Later in the century the more affluent
ones began sending their children away to boarding schools. In contrast, very few
poor children in the countryside received an education, and it was common that their
parents could not read or write.
By the Victorian era there were many voluntary schools, mainly run by religious
denominations:
¶Sunday Schools: Teaching Bible reading and basic skills on a Sunday was an
established activity in a number of eighteenth century Puritan and evangelical
congregations. Thanks to certain middle-class philanthropists2 the idea of Sunday
Schools caught the imagination. Three quarters of working class children were
attending such schools in 1851.3
¶National Schools: The National Society for the Education of the Poor in the
Principles of the Established Church was formed in 1811. By 1851 they controlled
over 17,000 National Schools and shared a government grant.
There began to be a call for a more widespread educational system. Throughout the
nineteenth century there was legislation aimed at remedying the problem of
educating the poor, which had an effect on education in the rural community. Not
everyone wished for the children of the poor to be educated, however, including the
poor themselves who preferred their children to go to work as soon as possible and
saw no need for education. Schools were not free, although they may have been
provided by the generosity of a rich patron. A fee of 1d or 2d (one or two old pennies)
a week per child was charged, known as “children’s pence,” so poor families often
could not afford to send all their children to school.
Absenteeism was a big problem in the countryside. “Parents whose child attended
school paid twice – the school fees as well as the child’s lost earnings.”4 Often
children were not in school because they had to work at busy times of the year on the
farm - picking fruit in the summer, harvesting in the autumn, for example. Rules were
introduced that allowed children to work during busy times, at hay, corn or hop
harvests. Sometimes farm labourers had to move around in order to find work, and
their children would have to move from school to school. Clothing was also a

1

Henry Winn (1816-1914) quoted in Obelkevich p.54
See www.infed.org/walking/wa-raikes.htm
3
Lacquer 1976: p.44
4
Obelkovich, p.80
2
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problem as poor children would not always have shoes or coats in which to go to
school on wet or cold days.
Eventually, though, the Victorians introduced laws to make sure that as many
children as possible, rich and poor, went to school to learn how to read, write and
count (the famous 3Rs – Reading wRiting and aRithmetic). In 1873, children below 8
years old were stopped from working in any sort of agricultural labour, but they could
still work for their parents. From ages 8 to 12 years old, children could work if they
had completed enough days at school.
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APPENDIX 2:

Education and the Law
•

1833: Juveniles could be employed only if they also attended school for a
specified number of hours per week

•

1869: Two societies were established:
- the Education League, which turned secular
- the National Education Union, which was conservative and Anglican.

•

1870: Forster’s Elementary Education Act divided England into districts and
provided elementary schools where other schools provision was lacking. Boards
were set up in each district to manage the schools, hence the first state schools
were known as Board Schools.

•

1876: Elementary education became compulsory and there was further restriction
on using child labour. Attendance committees were employed if there was no
school board in an area.

•

1880: School-leaving age was established at ten years, at which time a child
could obtain a leaving certificate provided there had been sufficient attendance
and a required standard of learning attained.

•

1891: Elementary education was provided free.

•

1893: School leaving age was raised to eleven

•

1899: School leaving age was raised to twelve and the Board of Education
established.

•

1902 Balfour’s Education Act: This replaced Board Schools with Council Schools
and gave provision of schooling to local authorities. Secondary education was
also provided. Boys could go to state grammar schools, girls to high schools.

•

1918: School leaving age was raised to fourteen

•

Education Act of 1944: Fees in state secondary schools were abolished.
Elementary education was reorganised into infant and junior schools. Secondary
education was graded into modern, grammar and technical schools. School
leaving age was raised to fifteen.
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APPENDIX 3
Martha Howell

¶ “A Strange Story”
The Times, Thursday, Jun 23, 1864; pg. 7; Issue 24906; col. B
A well-educated woman, about 45 years of age, National schoolmistress at
Springthorpe, has been committed for trial at Gainsborough for a deliberate attempt to
shoot and murder a young lady named Miss Emma Johnson, a teacher of music, living in
Gainsborough. The prisoner and Miss Johnson were on terms of pretty close intimacy.
The latter was in the habit of going to a village called Springthorpe to teach, and on those
occasions she generally spent the night at the prisoner’s. Latterly she had ceased going
to the prisoner’s to sleep on visiting the village, preferring to go to the house of a friend
with whom the prisoner had had a quarrel, and this seems to have given the prisoner
some offence. On Saturday last the prisoner came to Gainsborough by the carrier,
arriving about 6 o’clock. She went to Miss Johnson’s and asked her to go back with her to
Springthorpe to spend the Sunday. Miss Johnson declined to do so. The prisoner
remained with Miss Johnson till about 8 o’clock and then they went out together,
accompanied by several young ladies who had been having their music lessons. When
about two miles from Gainsborough (on the way to Springthorpe) the prisoner again asked
Miss Johnson to go and spend the Sunday with her, but she once more declined. On
arriving at a wood-side at Somerby, where there is a footpath leading across a field, Miss
Johnson gave way for the prisoner to pass through the hand-gate first. The prisoner then
turned round, and, pulling out a pistol from her pocket, said, “I’ll shoot you.” Miss Johnson
said, “Oh, don’t.” The prisoner pointed the gun close to Miss Johnson’s left eye and fired
it. The pistol, as it subsequently appeared, was loaded to the muzzle, and contained a ball
and some shot. Owing to the immense charge the pistol when discharged flew upwards
and the greater part of the contents, including the bullet, passed over Miss Johnson’s
head, the powder only scorching her forehead. Prisoner’s own hand was wounded just
above the thumb by the rebound of the pistol, the cock of which tore the flesh
considerably. Miss Johnson fell down, and on getting up she saw the prisoner apparently
preparing to reload the pistol. Some of the young ladies who had accompanied the two
were coming to Miss Johnson’s assistance, but the prisoner warned them back, telling
them that if they stayed where they were she would not hurt them, but if they came nearer
she would shoot them. Miss Johnson then ran away as fast as she could, leaving her hat
and umbrella on the ground. The prisoner pursued her for some distance but could not
overtake her. Prisoner afterwards told a neighbour the same evening that she had shot
Miss Johnson, and that her only regret was that she had not shot her dead, her intention
having been, she said, to kill her and then die at her feet. On being taken into custody a
pistol covered in blood, and some powder, shot, two bullets, and some caps were taken
from the prisoner’s pocket. On being charged in the usual way she said, “I did it, and I
won’t deny it.” It appeared from the evidence that the prisoner and Miss Johnson had
some words about a year and a half ago, and on several occasions when the latter had
been sleeping with the prisoner she has got up in the night and, presenting the pistol at
her, threatened to shoot her. It did not transpire what this quarrel was about, and as far as
the evidence went no motive for the commission of so dreadful an offence beyond the
going to a friends with whom the prisoner had quarrelled was disclosed. The prisoner was
sent to Lincoln Castle.

¶ Following the incident in 1864 Martha was taken to Lincoln Castle. The following
information is taken verbatim from the prison records.
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Surgeon’s Log
• Saturday 18.6.1864: Dr. Harrison visited Martha Howell in my absence and found
her suffering from a slight wound to the rights hand, between the thumb and
finger, supposed to be caused by the firing of a pistol. She is feeble and low in
spirits. I have requested that she may have tea night and morning and be placed
in isolation.
• Monday 26.6.1864: Martha Howell is better.
Matron’s Log
• Saturday 18.6.1864: Martha Howell is received for trial at next assizes.
• Monday 20th-Thursday 23rd. 6. 1864: Poorly not able to attend chapel.
• Tuesday 28th.6.1864: Martha Howell is convalescent and may now return to the
ordinary prison dietary and discipline. To be placed in separate confinement by
order of the surgeon.
• Thursday 14th 7.1864: Martha Howell complains that she cannot eat the prison
diet and in the course of the day does not take as much as would support a baby.
This is a statement which I do not credit because she is in good health and has
improved in her appearance since she came to prison.
Surgeon’s Log
• Wednesday 27th.7.1864: Martha Howell to be provided with food by her friends
during her trial.
Matron’s Log
• 17th. 9. 1864: Martha Howell, a convict prisoner reported for having written on
pieces of paper intending them to be sent to her friends given an opportunity.
• 21.10.1864: Martha Howell removed to Millbank prison, one of 3 convicts as per.
order.
¶ The following are details of why the women who were in prison with Martha were
convicted (Log Millbank Prison 1864-1868):Murder
13
Manslaughter
6
Larceny
209
Poisoning
2
Arson
4
Counterfeiting
12
Miscellaneous
89

¶ The following report appeared in the Lincoln Chronicle in August 1864:
The charge against Martha Howell was that she shot, with a certain pistol, loaded with
powder and shot, Emma Johnson with intent to kill and murder her at Corringham on June
17th 1864.
Mr. Stephen spoke for the prosecution and Sgt. O’Brien for the prisoner. It was reported
that Miss Johnson and Mrs. Howell had quarrelled and Mrs. Howell blamed Miss Johnson
who had then refused to stay at her house. Prior to this Emma had stayed with Martha
when she visited Springthorpe to teach music at the school. Emma lived at Gainsborough
and while they were walking to Springthorpe with a group of pupils Martha attempted to
shoot Emma. This incident took place at Somerby Wood and Emma fell but quickly got up
and ran away. Martha followed her for about a quarter of a mile but Emma took refuge in
the house of Mr. Ranby. Martha went home and later called on her neighbour Mrs.
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Milburn who gave her some porter and dressed the wound to her hand. Martha admitted
that she had meant to kill Emma. Mrs. Milburn took the pistol and shot and gave them to
Sgt. O’Brien. The pistol had recently been fired and the prosecution based their case on
this fact and the testimony from Mrs. Milburn and the police in asking for a guilty verdict.
For the defence, Sgt. O’Brien spoke of the fact that Martha was in a ‘morbid state of mind’
and stated that she only had powder in the pistol not a bullet. In fact only two bullets were
found in her pocket as Mrs. Milburn could testify. Martha defence was that she had only
intended to frighten Emma.
In his summing up His Lordship stated that the jury should decide if Martha had decided to
cause grievous bodily harm or if she intended only to frighten Emma. If she was found
guilty she would likely be transported for life. In 10 minutes the jury found her guilty.
Martha then spoke in her defence re-iterating the fact that the pistol was not loaded with a
bullet. However His Lordship, taking this into consideration stated that the jury felt she
was guilty so he sentenced her to 4 years penal servitude. It was reported that the
prisoner sobbed throughout the trial.

¶ Martha Howell was lucky. Fifteen years previously Catherine Casterton of Lincoln
was transported via H.M.S. Aurora to Van Dieman’s Land for attempting to poison
her sisters. Some prisoners were on their second transportation while still in their
early 30s. In the 1850s it became common for women with children to be jailed rather
than transported.
In 1864 Martha was the only inmate who could read and write ‘well’ and perhaps she
taught other prisoners in these skills. Most of the prisoners were in prison for
larceny, others were in for small crimes such as ‘stealing a post letter’, ‘stealing a
wooden drawer’ and ‘attempting suicide’. Many of these would obviously be dealt
with very differently today.
There is no detail as to what happened to Martha after her release. Did she come
back to Lincolnshire or did London streets swallow her up?
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APPENDIX 4:

The Conveyance Document for the Grant of Land from Sir
Thomas Beckett to the Parish of Springthorpe
[Document DBE/4/25 printed with permission of Lincolnshire Archives]
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APPENDIX 5:

Sir Hickman Bacon’s Correspondence regarding
Springthorpe School
[Doc. Ref. DBE/4/25/18 printed with permission of Lincolnshire Archives]

Fig. 48:
Letter from Sir H. Hickman Bacon to the Charity Commission
dated November 21st 1899
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Fig.49:
Reply to Sir H. Hickman Bacon from the Charity Commission dated 2nd December 1899
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Fig. 50:
Letter from Sir H. Hickman Bacon to the Charity Commission dated December 8th, 1899.
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Fig. 51:
Letter to Rev. J. J. Hedges from Sir H. Hickman Bacon
dated December 8th 1899.
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APPENDIX 6:

Attendance Records

There is no complete record of attendance from 1868-1948. The following data were
collected from the logbooks and from Springthorpe School files held at the National
Archives at Kew and falls into the three distinct time periods.
¶1868-1890
Of the three time periods it is during the early years that the fluctuations in the
number of pupils present is the greatest. Several reasons account for this:
• As the school sought to become established it was hampered by a lack of
regulation to make attendance compulsory.
• Parents needed their children to help at home and in the fields, in order to get all
the work done and to bring in extra money.
• Besides providing for their homes parents also had to provide school pence and
fire money for each child.
• As an alternative, children could receive the basics of reading and writing free at
Sunday Schools; and the constant rivalry between church and chapel did not help
the situation.
• Moreover a constant change in school staff and the small amount received in
grants did not create confidence amongst parents.
• Illness such as diphtheria and scarlet fever could dissipate attendance as it
quickly passed through the school, again bringing down average attendance.
• The children, particularly those from Heapham, had to walk a distance to school.
This was good on a fine day over dry tracks, but not in the snow and rain.
• Of course, there were various other distractions such as Gainsborough Mart,
every Tuesday, Feasts and house sales.
So from a starting point of 23 average attendance each day in 1868, there was a rise
to 52 in 1871, sinking to 18 within three years. This rise and fall continued, though
not so dramatically, until by 1890 it reached an average attendance of 35 each day
¶1900-1915
These years might be characterised as ‘consistent’ as averages were higher and
relatively unchanged. As parents and employers grew familiar with the idea that
education was a ‘good thing’ and compulsory, attendance increased. Numbers
ranged from 57 per day in 1902 to 42 in 1911.
¶1920-1948
By 1930 a high point had been achieved, an average of 69. This had built up steadily
from 41 in 1920 and until 1936 the averages remained in the 40s and 50s. But from
1939, with the exception of 1940, when the average was boosted by evacuees,
attendance figures fell rapidly until by 1947, there was only an average of 13 pupils in
attendance. Registration figures had obviously fallen to a point where closure was

almost inevitable.
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APPENDIX 7:

Alphabetical List of Known Pupils

Dates indicate years in Springthorpe School according to logbooks.
(c) indicates those found on the census listed as ‘scholars’, who probably attended
the school.
A
ALLENBY, Pamela
ALLWOOD
ANYAN, Charles J.
ANYAN, Clifford
ANYAN, George
ANYAN, Herbert
ANYAN, Mary
ANYAN, C. J. G.

B
BADLEY, Betsey
BADLEY, George
BADLEY, John
BAINES, Alfred(c)
BAINES, Annie
BAINES, Mary Ann
BAINES, Charles(c)
BAINES, Emma(c)
BAINES, Julia
BAINES, Thomas(c)
BAINES, Ward(c)
BAINES, Walter
BAINES, William
BARNETT, Edith
BARNETT, Sarah
BARRATT, Rose
BAYES, Sarah
BEATON, William
BEETON, Elizabeth
BEETON, William
BELL, Eliza
BELL, Joseph
BENNETT, Benjamin
BENNETT, Henry
BINGHAM, Geoffrey(d)
BLACKETT, George
BLACKETT, Herbert
BLACKETT, Sarah
BLACKETT, T.J.
BONNETT, Albert

Evacuee during the Second World War
A family of 8 children who left the village school 1930
1871 (In 1881 census listed as a farmer of 100 acres)
1924 Lived at Sturgate and later Westfield Farm,
Corringham.
Son of Charles J. Anyan
1924 Son of Herbert Anyan and father of Michael
Anyan of Belle Vue Farm

1887, 1888
1888
1887
1870
‘is 14 years old and never been to school’

1881 (Later married William Hunt )

1887 (Considered to be ‘dull’)
1871-1890 (Married Agnes Morley)
1888
1888, 1890
1881
1880
1876-1882
1874
1874
1884-1887
1885-1887
1888 (walked from Corringham Mill at 4 years of age)
1890
Lived at Heapham
1880, 1882
1882
1882
1880
1871

-90

BONNETT, Annie
BONNETT, Benjamin
BONNETT, Charles
BONNETT, Fred
BONNETT, George(c)
BONNETT, Henry
BONNETT, John(c)
BONNETT, Maria(c)
BONNETT, Mary
BONNETT, William(c)
BOOTH, Betsey(c)
BOOTH, John (c)
BROUGH, Ada
BROUGH, Alice
BROUGH, Annie
BROUGH, Arthur
BROUGH, Ann
BROUGH, Charles
BROUGH, Elizabeth
BROUGH, Mary
BROUGH, Walter
BROUGH, William
BURGESS, Arthur
BURGESS, Frances
BURWELL, Rose

C
CARR, F
CARR, Mary
CAWKWELL, Betsey
CHEETHAM, George
CLAY, Jane
CLIFTON, Rosa
CLIXBY, Thomas
CLIXBY, William
CONNELL, Alan
COOK, Mary Ann(c)
COOK, William
COULBECK, George(c)
COULBECK, Harriet(c)
D
DAVIS, Ben
DEWICK, Annie
DEWICK, Caroline
DEWICK, Hemstock
DEWICK, Lydia
DOWNS, T.G
DOWNS, W.H
DURDY, Dick
DURDY, Douglas(c)

1871
1890
1871, 1875 (Prize for Religion)
1882, 1885 (School Monitor)
1889-90

1871 (In 1881 census living in Sturgate aged 11 years)

1877-1885
1886-1889
1880
1883-1887
1886
1871
1876
1887
1879-1882
1880-1888

1881

1890
1871
1887-1889 (Lived at Harpswell Grange)
1908 (Received Attendance Award)
Lived at Springthorpe
1888
1876
1876
Died in 1940 aged 9 years
1876

1877
1877
1877
1877
1886-1888
1886, 1888
Lived at Heapham
Brother of Norma Durdy
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E
EDWARDSON, Ted
ELSAGOOD, Norman
EVERTON, Arthur
EVERTON, Phoebe
F
FAGAN, Madge
FAGAN, Sheila
FLINTON, Henry
FLINTON, James(c)
FLINTON, Thomas
FORD, Ada(c).
FORD, Almina
FORD, Charlotte
FORD, Edward
FORD, Elizabeth
FORD, Eveline
FORD, John
FORD, Joseph
FORD, Myra
FORD, Ruth
FOSDIKE, Mary
FOSTER, Betsey
FOSTER, Elizabeth
FOSTER, Esther
FOSTER, George
FOSTER, James(c)
FOSTER, John
FOSTER, Robert
FOSTER, Sarah(c)
FOSTER, Selina(c)
FOSTER, William(c)
FOX, Clarice
G
GAGG family
GIBSON, Annie
GIBSON, Clara
GIBSON, Clare
GIBSON, Elizabeth
GIBSON, Jemima
GIBSON, Mary
GLEW, Arthur
GLEW, Marion
GRAINGER, Harriet
GRAY, Annie
GRAY, Amy
GRAY, Henry
GRAY, Joseph
GRAY, Rose
GRAY, William(c)
GREEN, Gladys

In 1933 he left school aged 14 years.
Lived at Sturgate

Arrived from London with Sheila as evacuees
Left in August 1945
1881 - Born 1876. Parents George and Sarah
1881 - Born 1878. Brother of Henry
1871 - Parents William (Ag. Labourer) and Maria
1871 - Sister of Almina
1879, 1881
1871
1871, 1875 - Sister of Almina and Charlotte
1879, 1885
1881
1886 ‘Myra walks the farthest and is only seven years’
1879, 1880 - Married John Cundy
1886
1880
1875,1878 - Married Henry Gray
1879
1876,1880
1871
1877, 1880

Now Mrs. Storey

Lived at Heapham
1883
1871, 1880
1876
1871
1871, 1875
1871 (A prize winner in 1876)
Lived at Grange Farm
1871
1875 (A prize winner)
1880
1876 (A prize winner)
1876
1885-1888 ‘dull’
1908 (Winner of Attendance Award)
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H
HALL, Anne
HALL, Edward
HALL, Elizabeth(c)
HALL, George
HALL, John(c)
HALL, Mary(c)
HALL, William(c)
HARRIS, Des (d)
HARRIS, Maisie
HARRIS, Stephen
HARRISON, Fred
HAYES, Elizabeth
HAYES, Ernest
HAYES, John
HERRING, Betty
HERRING, Connie
HERRING, Leslie
HEWITT, Frank
HEWITT, George
HEWITT, Marion
HEWITT, Nellie
HEWITT, Richard
HILES, Mary
HILL, Alice
HILL, Benjamin
HILL, Betsey
HILL, Charles
HILL, Elizabeth
HILL, Harry
HILL, Harry(2)
HILL, James
HILL, John
HILL, John(2)
HILL, Mark(C)
HILL, Mary
HILL, Mary(2)
HILL, Robert
HILL, Robert L
Hill, Rowland(c)
HILL, Sarah
HILL, Samuel
HILL, Thomas(c)
HILL, William
HILL, William S
HINTON, Harry
HIRD, Aubrey
HIRD, Betsey
HIRD, Charles
HIRD, Cyril
HIRD, Elizabeth(c)
HIRD, Emma
HIRD, Florence
HIRD, Harry
HIRD, John(c)

1883, 1884
1875
1877, 1885

1931-? Later farmed at Farmleigh, Sturgate
Lived at Heapham and Sturgate
1930-1939 Became a plumber
Died of scarlet fever
1880
1881
1880
Lived at Heapham
At school until 1935
1930-1939. Still living at Heapham Mill (2006)
Father of Frank Hewitt
One of Frank Hewitt’s two sisters
Logbook page 36 ‘passed first part of scholarship’
1908 (Attendance Award)
1881, 1886
1875
1876
1887
1886
1877
1885 ‘walked through the village on stilts’
1878
1879,
1885
1871
1879, 1885, 1886 (Monitress)
1879
1878-9 (School monitor)
1881
1879
1876
1881
1881
Lived at Heapham
1877
1875, 1876
Lived at Heapham
1882-1886
1887 (Mother said-don’t sit her in a draught)
1886
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HIRD, Ruby
HIRD, Sarah
HIRD or HURD
HOOD, Grace
HORNBY, Alice
HORNBY, Caroline
HORNBY, Gladys
HORNBY, John(d)
HORNBY, Ken
HORSLEY, Florence
HOYES, Auria
HOYES, Shirley
HUDSON, Geoffrey
HUDSON, Henry
HUDSON, Maud
HUDSON, Reg
HURD, John
HUTCHINSON, George
HUTCHINSON. Mary
I
INGALL, Joan
INGALL, Maurice
J
JACKSON, Christopher
JOHNSON, Albert
JOHNSON, Chris
JOHNSON, Elizabeth
JOHNSON, George
JOHNSON, Louisa
JOHNSON, Mary
K
KELL, Anne(c)
KELL, Charles J. (c)
KELL, Elizabeth(c)
KELL, George(c)
KELL, George W(c)
KELL, Maryann(c)
KELSEY, Molly
KEY, Mary
KEY, Polly
KEY, Reggie
KEYWORTH, F
KEYWORTH, Hettie
KEYWORTH, S
KING, Billy (d)
KING, Dorothy (d)
KIRKLAND, Clara
KIRKLAND, Fred
KIRKLAND, Irene
KIRKLAND, Martha

1931
1876
Lived at Heapham
Left the area in 1943
Left school at 14 years
Known as ‘Carrie’
Lived at Springthorpe

1882
Daughters of the head teacher

1922-31

Lived Heapham Lane, Sturgate

Punished for pickpocketing
1871 (Excused for sowing)
1871

. Scholarship 1938

Lived at Sturgate

1888, ‘dull’
1876 (Prizewinner)
1888
1878
1878, 1879
1882
1871

Farmleigh Farm, Sturgate

1890
1889 ‘dull’
Shepherd at Belle Vue for 42 years
1889 ‘needed at home - his aunt has come to see him’
1888, 1889
1890
Lived at Heapham
1930-1939
1934-1943
1935-1944

Lived at Heapham
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KIRMAN, Alan
KIRMAN, Betty (d)
KIRMAN, Colin (d)
KIRMAN, Joe (d)
KIRMAN, Josephine
KIRMAN, Nancy
KIRMAN, Peggy
KIRMAN, Rose
KIRMAN, Valerie
L
LEGGETT, Ernest
LEGGETT, J
LIDGETT, Albert
LIDGETT, Caroline
LIDGETT, David
LIDGETT, Evelyn
LIDGETT, Harry
LIDGETT, Irene
LIDGETT, Lavinia
LIDGETT, Vera
LINEGAR, Eliza
LINEGAR, Fanny
LINEGAR, Joseph
LINLEY, Alice
LINLEY, Henry
LOBLEY, Alfred
LOFTUS, Eland
M
McCLEARY, Terry
MADDISON, Anne
MAJOR, Ellen
MAJOR, Frank
MAJOR, Nellie
MAJOR, Sarah
MARKHAM, George
MARROWS, Albert
MARROWS, Emily
MARSHALL, Barbara
MARSHALL, Elsie
MARSHALL, Joan
MARSHALL, Norman
MARSHALL, Phyllis
MARTIN, Antoinette
MATHEWS, Ann(c)
MATHEWS, Ellen(c)
MATHEWS, Selina(c)
MIDDLETON, Betty
MIDDLETON, Brenda
MIDDLETON, Cecil(d)
MIDDLETON, Edward
MIDDLETON, Nellie
MIDDLETON, Ronald(d)

1938-1945

Lived at 7 Hill Road, Springthorpe
1939-1948
1946

1888, 1889 ‘dull’
1881
1884, 1885, 1886, 1888
Started at Corringham School April 27th 1948. Now of
Elmtree Farm, Heapham
1924-1933
1881
1881
1925-1934
1877, 1880 (Family ‘tiresome, irregular, backward’)
1879, 1880
1880
1871
1882,1888
1931

Started at Corringham School (From Devizes)
1885
1886,1890
1887
1885 ‘had to cook dinner, Nellie couldn’t be trusted’
1886
1888
1887-1889 ‘absent, carrying out pig’s fries’
Now living in Canada
Now Mrs. F. Burgess, now in Devon
Now living in Canada
Heapham family
Now living in Gainsborough
Won a scholarship 1944
Lived at Heapham

1900 (Perfect attendance)
1908 (Perfect Attendance)
Lived at Springthorpe
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MIDDLETON, Wallace(d)
MIDDLETON , Wilfred
MILBURN, Benjamin
MILBURN, Charles
MILBURN, Constance
MILBURN, Elizabeth
MILBURN, Ellis
MILBURN, George
MILBURN, Joan
MILBURN, John
MILBURN, Kate
MILBURN, John T
MILBURN, Margaret
MILBURN, Mary Ann
MILBURN, Maud
MILBURN, Patricia
MILBURN, Susannah
MILBURN, Sylvia
MILBURN, Thomas
MILBURN, Thomas(2)
MILBURN, Walter
MORTON, William
N
NEAL, Ernest(d)
NEAL, John(d)
NEAL, Mary(d)
NEWTON, Alice(d)
NEWTON, Fanny(d)
NEWTON, Fred(d)
NEWTON, Gertie(d)
NEWTON, Harriet
NEWTON, Herbert(d)
NEWTON, Irvine(d)
NEWTON, Jack(d)
NEWTON, Mary(d)
O
Oxley, Rosanna
P
PALFREYMAN, George(c)
PALMER, Arthur
PALMER, Clarence
PALMER, Dudley
PALMER. Geoffrey
PALMER, Sheila
PALMER, Victor
PARKINSON, Ada(c)
PARKINSON, Arthur
PARKINSON, Fred
PARKINSON, Henry
PARKINSON, Walter(c)
PEART, Dorsey
PEAT, George

Lived at Springthorpe
1908 (Perfect Attendance)
1875
1890
1932 (Wins 1st prize in Essay Competition)
1880
1883, 1886, 1888 ‘went home, grandmother ill’
1928-1934
1880 ‘gone to Gainsborough for music lesson’
1932-1939
1886, 1887
1871
1890
1875, 1880
1879, 1885
1887,1890
‘…quite incorrigible and upsets the whole school’
1878

Lived at Sturgate and Springthorpe. Ran the New Inn
Lived at Sturgate and Springthorpe
Gained a Health Certificate. Married Lionel Stephenson
Lived at Springthorpe
1923-32
Sang ‘The Minstrel Boy’ in school Concert
married John Kirman
Later became the Vicar at Shireoaks

Left school in April 1930 aged 14years

1871

1937
Killed in a motorcycle accident 1934
1937
1937
1937
1887
1887
1884
1871
1885
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PICKWELL, Albert
PICKWELL, Alice
PICKWELL, Amos
PICKWELL, Charles
PICKWELL, Harold
PICKWELL, Harry
PICKWELL, Horace
PICKWELL, Lily
PICKWELL, Luther
PICKWELL, May
PIKE, Edith
PIKE, John
PIKE, Sally
PIKE, Sarah
PIKE, Willy
PIXLEY, Irene
PIXLEY, Jean
PLATT, George(c)
PLATT, John(c)
PYE, Charlotte
PYE, Frederick
R
RANDS, Annie
RANDS, Charles
RANDS, Doris
RANDS, Elsie
RENSHAW, Morris
RICKELL, Louis
ROBINSON, Joseph
ROYS, Edna
ROYS, Maggie
ROYS, Vincent
S
SARGENT, Elizabeth(c)
SARGENTGeorge(c)
SARGENT Henry(c)
SARGENT Rebecca(c)
SCARESBROOK, Eddie
SCARESBROOK, Gladys
SCARESBROOK, Jim
SCOTT, Walter
SHARP, Alice(c)
SHARP George (c)
SHARP, Mary Ann(c)
SHARP, William(c)
SKINNER, Tony
SLEIGHT, Ann
SLEIGHT, Harry
SLEIGHT, Jabez
SLEIGHT, Sarah
SLEIGHT, Thomas
SLEIGHT, William
SLINGER, Geoffrey

Lived at Beehive Farm
Became Mrs. Parkin
Lived at Beehive Farm
Lived at Beehive Farm
Lived at Beehive Farm
Living in Upton
Lived at Beehive Farm
Married March 1936
Lived at Beehive Farm
Lived at Beehive Farm
1882, ‘Absent -brother’s housekeeper’s mother is dead’
1885, 1886, 1889, 1890
1887
1880, 1881, 1887
1886, 1890
Lived at Springthorpe
Lived at Springthorpe

1884
1884

Recommended for a State Scholarship 1931
Now living in Lincoln
Now living in Willoughton
Attended Hull Teachers’ College 1936
Transferred to Ropery Road
1938
Lived at 13 Hill Road, Springthorpe
Married John Sleight
Married Miss Irene Andrews, 1948

Churchwarden at All Saints Gainsborough
Bridesmaid to Lily Pickwell
1871

Had measles 1945
1876
1881
1876, 1881
1881, 1887
1876, 1881
1879, 1881
1936
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SMITH, Charles
SMITH, Emma
SMITH, John
SMITH, Lillie
SMITH, Mary
SMITH, Sarah
SMITH, William
SMITHSON, Connie
SMITHSON, Ellis
SMITHSON, Kathleen
SMITHSON, Roland
SMITHSON, Viola
SPAIN, Ellen
SPENSER, Anne
SPENSER, John
SPITTLEHOUSE, Donald
SPITTLEHOUSE, Elizabeth
SPITTLEHOUSE, John(d)
SPITTLEHOUSE,Margaret
STEPHENSON, Charles
STEPHENSON, Charlotte
STEPHENSON, Elizabeth
STEPHENSON, George
STEPHENSON, John
STEPHENSON, Lionel
STEPHENSON, Mary 1871
STEPHENSON, Maurice(d)
STOREY, Clarice
STOREY, Patricia
STOREY, Robert
STORR, Donald
STORR, Evalina
STORR, J.W.
STORR, V.W
STOTHARD, Edith(d)
STOTHARD, Harry
STOTHARD, Iris(d)
STOTHARD, Joyce(d)
STOTHARD, Norman(d)
STOTHARD, Thomas
STOWE, Alice
STRAWSON, Alfred
STRAWSON, Amelia(c)
STRAWSON, Anyan(c)
STRAWSON, Betsey(c)
STRAWSON, Dora
STRAWSON, Elizabeth(c)
STRAWSON, Ellen
STRAWSON, George
STRAWSON, Henry(c)
STRAWSON, Jane
STRAWSON, Mary
STRAWSON, Maryann(c)
STRAWSON, William
STREETS, Amy (d)

1882, 1885
1881
1882, 1883, 1885
1886, 1887
1881, 1885
1883
1886
1932-48

1884,1891
Lived at Heapham
Violinist
9 Hill Road
Corringham School April 27th 1948
Corringham School April 27th 1948

1886, 1888
1879, 1880
1881, 1884
1925-34
(died of a heart attack at Luton Airport, in his 60s)
Had chicken pox 1947. Transferred to Corringham
Went to Ropery Road 1947
Transferred to Corringham School
1932
1881
1880
1879
1930 (Left school aged 14 years)
1886, 1889, 1890
Now living in Scotland
Sang ‘The Minstrel Boy’ in school concert
Lived at Heapham
1871
1881
1871
Lived at Sturgate
1878, 1879
1871
1876
1871
1879
1876 1877
Lived at Heapham
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STREETS, Connie
STREETS, Ernest(d)
STREETS, Florence
STREETS, Harold(d)
STREETS, Harry(d)
STREETS, Millie
STREETS, Muriel(d)
STREETS, Phyllis
STREETS, Wilfred(d)
T
TAYLOR, Janet
TAYLOR, Lena
TETHER, Mary(c)
TETHER Rebecca(c)
TETHER William(c)
TIER, Anthony
TILL, Ernest
TILL, Eva(d)
TILL, Herman(d)
TILL, Len(d)
TIMBY,Pat
TOMLINE, Ernest
TOMLINE, George
TOMLINSON, Doris
TOMLINSON, Joan
TWELL, Betty
TWELL, Dick(d)
TWELL, Irene
TWELL, Mary
TWELL, Muriel
TYE. Clara
TYE, Frank
TYE,Fred
TYE, W.S
V
VICKERS, Alice
VICKERS, Ann
VICKERS, Charles
VICKERS, Elizabeth(c)
VICKERS, Martha
VICKERS, Sarah(c)
W
WADDINGHAM, Charles
WADDINGHAM, Lucy
WAGSTAFF, Ann
WAGSTAFF, Alice
WAGSTAFF, Lucy
WAGSTAFF, Thomas
WEBSTER, Ada
WEBSTER, A.E.
WEBSTER, Elizabeth
WEBSTER, Tom

Married Evelyn Lidgett
Nicknamed ‘Polly’
1933
Now living in Sale, Cheshire
1932 passed 1st part of the Scholarship

1947-48
Lived at Sturgate

Transferred to Corringham School April 27th 1948
Sang ‘The Ash Grove ‘ in school concert
Lived at Heapham
Lived at Heapham
Lived at Heapham
Now Mrs. Storey
1878, 1880
1878, 1879
Lived at Heapham
Twin sister
Lived at Springthorpe
Lived at Springthorpe
Lived at Springthorpe
Lived at Springthorpe
Lived at Springthorpe
1887
1882, 1887
1888
1881, 1882, 1888

1876, 1879, 1882
1871
1881-1888
1875

1931
1885
1885
1885, 1886
1885, 1886
1881
1880
1876, 1881
1889
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WEBSTER, W.B.
WHEELDON, Ann(c)
WHEELDON, Elizabeth
WHEELDON, Grace
WHEELDON, Martha(c)
WHEELDON, T.W
WHEELDON, Thomas
WHISSELL, Ellen
WHISSELL, Minnie
WHISSELL, Thomas
WHITEHOUSE, Amelia (c)
WHITEHOUSE, Frederick(c)
WHITEHOUSE, George
WHITEHOUSE, John
WHITEHOUSE, Susanna(c)
WHITEMAN, Elizabeth
WIGGLESWORTH family
WILCOX, Arthur
WILCOX, Gladys
WILCOX, Nona
WILCOX, Sylvia Ann
WILKINSON, Jesse
WILLEY, A.E
WILLEY, Ann
WILLEY, Annie
WILLEY, Arthur
WILLEY, Denzil
WILLEY, George
WILLEY, H.T
WILLEY, Harrison
WILLEY, Harry
WILLEY, Ian
WILLEY, Joyce
WILLEY, Sandra
WILLEY, Tom
WILLEY, Walter
WINTER, Florence
WINTER, Fred
WINTER, George
WINTER, Hazel
WINTER, Henrietta
WINTER, Hermann
WINTER, John
WINTER, Richard W
WINTER, Robert
WINTER, William
WOOD, Jill
WOOD, Keith
WOODHOUSE, Edward
WOODHOUSE, Gertrude
WOODHOUSE, Margaret
WOOLAS, Annie
WOOLAS, Eliza
WOOLAS, George
WOOLAS, John

1881
1884, 1887, 1881
1888, 1890
1886
1880, 1884, 1887
1880, 1887, 1888
1886
1885

1886
1886-1888
1884
Sang ‘The Bay of Biscay’ in school concert
Sang ‘Oh, Rest Thee babe’ in school concert
Transferred to Corringham School April 27th 1948
1888 1889
1879
1885, 1886
1882-1884
1886, 1887, 1888
Lived at Sturgate
1881
1880
1886, 1889
1879
1938-48
Left 1931 Lived at Sturgate
Married Gerald Gray
1876 1881 1883
1880
1886
1887
1888
Lived at Old Yard Farm, Springthorpe
1876-1880
Born 1911. Moved to Corringham school
1947-48 (Transferred to Corringham April 27th 1948)
Born 1913. Moved to Corringham school
1886 1888
1880 1888
Evacuee
Evacuee
1880, 1881, 1888
1880, 1882
1882
1877
1875
1875
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WOOLAS, Thomas
WOOMBELL, Elizabeth(c)
WOOMBELL, John(c)
WOOMBELL, William 1881

1877
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ADDITIONAL ILLUSTRATIONS

INVOICES
(courtesy of Michael Anyan and Margaret Grieve)

Fig.48: Invoice for asphalting at the School, and a footpath between the School and
No.1, Church Lane in 1903

i

Fig.49 Invoice for new doors at Springthorpe School 1909

Fig.50: Invoice for repairs to windows and roof of Springthorpe School 1910

ii

Fig. 51: Invoices for work done at Springthorpe School, Midsummer 1910

iii

Fig. 52: Invoices for roof repairs October 1911

iv

Fig. 53: Receipt for Ground Rent, Insurances etc 1916

Fig.54: Invoice for roofing repairs 1938

v

vi

OLD SCHOOL PHOTOS
on the following pages.
CAN YOU NAME ANY OF THE CHILDREN?

vii

SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1940s

viii

1
2
3

Mrs Edith Saynor

4
5
6

Ian Willey

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1940s

ix

School Photo 1937

x

1

Wallace Middleton

22

Betty Middleton

2

Cecil Middleton

23

Mildred Streets

3

Stephen Harris

24

Maisie Harris

4

Maurice Stephenson

25

Dudley Palmer

5

Polly Norcliffe (Infant teacher)

26

Norman Marshall

6

Iris Stoothard

27

Charlie Rands

7

Clara Kirkland

28

Maurice Ingall

8

Elsie Marshall

29

Ronald Middleton

9

Mrs Hoyes (Headteacher)

30

Desmond Harris

10

Connie Smithson

31

Frank Hewitt

11

Carrie Hornby

32

Mary Neal

12

Rene Kirkland

33

Nancy Kirman

13

June Clay

34

Brenda Middleton

14

Pat Milburn

35

Joan Tomlinson

15

Kate Milburn

36

16

Sheila [?]

37

Doris Tomlinson

17

Josie Kirman

38

Clarence Palmer

18

Shirley Hoyes

39

Phyllis Marshall

19

Florence (Polly) Streets

40

Betty Kirman

20

Auria Hoyes

41

21

Joan Ingall
SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1937

xi

SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1930s (before 1934)

xii

1

John Hornby

23

Rene Lidgett

2

Colin Kirman

24

Connie Herring

3

Ernest Roys

25

Harriet Newton

4

Fred Newton

26

Ruby Hird

5

Aubrey Hird?

27

Joan Hird?

6

Mis Dora Stephenson

28

Nora Wilcox

7

Evelyn Lidgett

29

8

Connie Milbuen

30

9

John Hornby

31

10

Roland Smithson

32

11

Albert Pickwell

33

12

Norman Stothard

34

13

Cyril Hird

35

14

Lionel Stephenson

36

15

Wallace Middleton

Elsie Marshall

Joan Milburn

37

Charlie Rands

16

Mrs Hoyes

38

Ellis Smithson

17

Hazel Winter

39

Dick Durdy

18

Lucy Waddingon?

40

Harry Pickwell

19

Gladys Hornby

41

Leslie Herring

20

Joan Marshall

42

Vincent Roys?

21

Alice Hornby

43

Harold Pickwell?

22

Vera Lidgett
SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1930s (before 1934)

xiii

SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1919

xiv

1

23

2

24

3

25

4

26

5

27

6

28

7

29

8

30

9

31

10

32

11

33

12

34

13

35

14

Frances Stephenson

36

15

Tom Stothard

37

16

38

17

39

18

Lois Green

40

19

41

20

42

21

43

22

44
SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1919

xv

Springthorpe School 1909

xvi

1

17

2

18

3

19

4

20

5

21

6

22

7

23

8

24

9

25

10

26

11

27

12

28

13

29

14

30

15

31

16

32
SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1909

xvii

SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1890s

xviii

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL 1890s

xix

SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL (YEAR?)

xx

1

21

2

22

3

23

4

24

5

25

6

26

7

27

8

28

9

29

10

30

11

31

12

32

13

33

14

34

15

35

16

36

17

37

18

38

19

39

20
SPRINGTHORPE SCHOOL (YEAR?)
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